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Newspaper and Periodical Stamps Re- 
printed. 


The sets of Newspaper and Periodical stamps were finally placed on 
sale on Saturday, February 25th, and we are informed that there was an 
enormous rush forthem. One of our friends has shown us a set which 
was sold at the New York Post Office. and the suspicions which we 
expressed in the article contained in another portion of this number, are 
confirmed. The set shown to us had originals of the 1, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50c, $2 
and $50 and reprints of the $5, $10 $20 and $100 stamps. The reprints 
are easily distinguished from the originals by the difference in color and the 
extreme whiteness of the gum and paper. 

The colors of the original stamps of the values referred to are as follows 

$5 blue 

$10 green 

$20 gray violet 
$100 reddish purple 

The colors of the reprints are as follows: 

$5 Prussian blue 
$io gray green 
$20 cold gray lilac 
$roo bluish purple 

Those who may by chance be successful in obtaining originals in their 
sets will indeed be fortunate, as we have no doubt that the larger part of the 
stock of the values referred to are reprints and not the originals. 
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The ’ T the risk of tiring our readers by harping upon this 
E topic, we venture to emphasize our previous remarks 
Stamp =a upon the renewed interest in postage stamps which has 


Revival - been apparent for some months past. Each new day 

adds testimony to the revival which is under way, and 
we venture to predict that within six months we shall enjoy the greatest 
period of prosperity that the trade has ever known. It cannot be expected 
that the buying should at once become as general and as liberal as it was in 
1895, as all things must “from small beginnings grow.” 

The movement must be initiated by the young collector, who has small 
sums to invest, and gradually work up to the capitalist who is always chary 
of investing his money unless the property to be purchased shows the 
unmistakable signs of stability. As long as the demand for stamps lagged 
behind the visible supply, it was inevitable that greater and greater induce- 
ments would be offered to tempt the recalcitrant investor, resulting in a 
gradual decrease in market value, the end of which noboby cou!d foretell. 

We are happy to see that the younger collector has returned to his old 
love and has thrown over the bicycle and other pleasures which engrossed 
his attention during the past three years. 

The sales of albums are an indisputable ind x to the condition of the 
business, and these have been larger during the past three months than ever 
before. On November 15th we were prepared with a supply which would, 
under recent conditions, have sufficed until November next, and since 
February 1st we have been compelled to refuse all wholesale orders for the 
$1.50 style, as the entire printed stock is exhausted. The other styles are 
also running low and will be exhausted within a few weeks. However, we 
shall be prepared for the rush by April 15th, when the reprint will be 
completed. 

Of the 58th edition catalogue we also had a large stock at the beginning 
of the season, and are now compelled to decline all orders until April rst, 
when a new lot will be ready. It is our intention to place the 59th edition 











108 


on the market early in the fall of this year and shall prepare a larger edition 
than ever before. 

Our mail now contains more letters and orders than in the palmy days 
of 1894 and 1895, and bids fair to swamp us before this season is over. 

Although prices have not yet advanced, they are hardening from day to 
day, and a good sized boom is in prospect. 

We consider the present a splendid time to buy, and stamps will before 
long be again looked upon as a good investment and a r adily realizable 
asset. 


2058 0° 


The Sale of the Although it was announced by official circular that 
the sets of Newspaper stamps of the 1895 issue 
United States were to be placed on sale on Feb. 15, at the 
uniform rate of $5 per set, some delay appears to 
Newspaper and have crept in, and at this writing it is expected 


that they will be issued to the various post offices 
on Saturday, Feb. 25. On a previous occasion we 
have expressed our opinion that this action on the part of the Government 
was unwise, and we have seen no arguments advanced to alter or modify in 
any particular the opinion thus expressed. We do not believe in speculation 
in stamps when indulged in by governments, and certainly one standing as 
high as that of the United States should keep its skirts clear of the taint re- 
sulting from such transactions. 

It is rather a suspicious circumstance that the sale of the stamps should 
have been postponed for ten days after the date fixed in the original an- 
nouncement, and we should not be surprised if the Government resorted to 
reprinting in order to complete the number of sets which it is intended to 
sell. This reprinting is most probable in the case of the $5 stamp, the entire 
remainders of which were supposed to have been surcharged in June, 1898 
in order to create revenue stamps of that value. It would also be surprising 
if the Government should have on hand the desired quantity of the other 
high values, and the appearance of the sets themselves will settle all doubts 
on this subject. If reprinting has really been resorted to, no words can be 
strong enough to condemn the action on the part of the post office authorities, 
and any outcry by collectors against the action should be directed not against 
the deluded Government officials but against those dealers who have induced 
the Postmaster General to adopt the present course. 


Periodical Stamps. 
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A Catalogue for Advanced Collectors 
. ——or—— 


POSTAGE STAMPS, STAMPED ENVELOPES AND WRAPPERS. 


COMPILED FROM THE MOST RECENT AUTHORITIES AND INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH 
BY 
HENRY COLLIN ano HENRY L. CALMAN, 
( Continued.) 


UNITED STATES.—Continued. 
ENVELOPES 
(By Georce L. Toppan.) 
WRAPPERS.—(Continued). 
FIFTH, OR PLIMPTON, SERIES.* 
Dies 


These are seven in number, z. ¢., numbers 46, 47, 50, 51, 52, 53 and 61. All have been 
described. 


The watermark, form and paper are the same as in the last issue. 


No N. P.S. No. Die. Paper Form. Wml G ‘ Remark 
1874. One cent, blue. Iwo Dies. One Knife. 
6548 (2934) 46 Manila 2 B S 
6549 (2935) 50 Manila 2 B S Dark 
550 (2936) 50 Manila 2 B S Pale, July, 1875 
6551 (2936a) 50 Manila 2 B S Albino 
1874. Two cents, brown. Five Dies. One Knife. 
6552 (2937) 47 Manila 2 B 
6553 (2938) SI Manila 2 B S 
6554 (2938a) 53 Manila 2 B S 
6555 (2938b) 53 Manila 2 B S Albino 
6556 (2939) 61 Manila 2 B S 
6557 (29392) 61 Manila 2 B 5 Albino 
1875 Two cents, vermilion. rhree Dies. One Knife. 
6558 (2940 47 Manila 2 B . 
6559 (2941) 52 Manila 2 B S 
6560 (2942) 61 Manila 2 B S 
6561 (2942a) 61 Manila 2 B S Brown red 
6562 (2942b) 61 Manila 2 b S Albino 
SIXTH SERIES 
Dies. and | \ll have been described. 
These, eight in number, have all been Porm. 


d:scribed. They are numbers 50, 61, 69, 
2, 75, 76, 80, and 81. 


Watermarks. 
Three are found in this series 7. ¢. B, E 


FORM 3, 1878. Similar to form 2, but 
the rounded upper edge meets the side edges 
in a sharp point instead of rounding into 
a them. 





*It has been deemed expedient to divide the various Plimpton issues from 1874 to 1893 inclusive into but 
three series, using as a guide for such division the dates of adoption of the different forms of the wrappers, 
and thus avoiding the major part of the confusion which would be sure to result from any 


attempted division 
by dies or watermarks. 
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No. N.P.S. No. Die. Paper. Form. Wmk. Gum. Remarks, 
1878. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6563 (2943) 50 =6«-~ Manila 3 B S 
6564 (2943a) 50 Manila 3 None S_ Laid paper 
6565 (2943b) 50 Manila 3 B S Ultramarine 
6566 (2943¢) 50 Manila 3 B S Mis-strike 
1878. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 
6567 (2944) 61 Manila 3 B S 
6568 (2944a) 6t Manila 3 None S 
6569 (2944b) 61 Manila 3 B S Die Var. B. Large no-e 
1879. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6570 (2945) 50 Manila 3 E S 
1879. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 
6571 (2946) 61 Manila 3 E S 
657 (2946a) 61 Manila > = S Die Var. B. Large nose 
1882. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 
6573 (2947) 69 Manila 3 E S 
188%. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6574 (2948) 50 Manila 3 F S 
1883, Oct. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 
6575 (2949) 72 Manila 3 E S 
1883, Nov. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 
6576 (2950) 75 Manila 3 E S 
1884, May. Two cents, brown. One Die. One Knife. 
6577 (2951) 75 Manila 3 F S 
1884, June. Two cents, brown. One Die. One Knife. 
6578 (2952) 76 Manila 3 F S 
1884, June. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 
6579 (2953) 76 Manila 3 F S Doubtful 
1884, July. Two cents, brown. Iwo Dies. One Knife. 
6580 (2954) 80 Manila 3 F S 
6581 (29544) 81 Manila 3 I S 
1884, July. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 
6582 (2955) 80 Manila 3 F S 
SEVENTH SERIES. 
Dies. about 240x 140 mm., and the second, in- 


Thed es, four in number, have already been 


described. 


and 86, 


These, also, have been described. 


Watermarks. 


are G, H and J. 


Form. 


They are numbers 50, 80, 83, 


They 


FORM 4, 1886. Similar to form 3 in 
shape, but of a different size. In fact there 
are two sizes of this form, the first and 
carlier measuring 9 7-16x 5 8-16 inches, or 


troduced in 1890, whch measures 10 5-16 x 
5 8-16 inches, or about 267x 140 mm. 
Paper. 

The paper remains the same except for 
the single example of number 2962a. This 
wrapper is on a very peculiar paper, being a 
very highly glazed, or finished, manila, 
which appears marbled with light and dark 
irregularly shaped patches. It closely re- 
sembles what is known in writing paper as 
linen paper and is of the same kind as that 
of which envelope number 641b is made. 
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No. N. P. S. No. Die. Paper. Form. Wmk. Gum Remarks. 
1886, Oct. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6583 (2956) 50 Manila 4 G S 141x240 mm. 
6584 (29564) 50 Manila 4 H S Specimen, 141x240 mm. 
6585 (2956b) 50 Manila 4 G S Albino. 141x240 mm. 
1886, Oct. Two cents, brown. One Die. One Knife. 
6586 (2957) 80 Manila 4 G S 141x240 mm. 
6587 (2957a) 80 Manila 4 H S Specimen. 141x240 mm. 
1887, Sept. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6588 (2958) 83 Man'la 4 G S 141x240 mm. 
6589 (2958a) 83 Manila 4 None S 141x240 mm. 
1887, Sept. Two cents, green. One Die. One Knife. 
6590 (2959) 86 Manila 4 G S 141x240 mm. 
6591 (29594) 86 Manila 4 G S Par. albino. 141x240 mm. 
1890, Oct. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6592 (2959b) 83 Manila j J S 141x240omm., 
6593 (2960) 83. Manila 4 H S 140x267mm. 
6594 (2961) 83 Manila 4 G S 140x267mm. 
6595 (2961a) 83 Manila 4 G S Part. alb. 140x267mm. 
6596 (2962) 83 Manila j J S 140x267mm, 
65907 (2962a) 83 Glazed Manila } None S 140x267mm 
1890, Oct. Two cents, green. One Die. One Knife. 
6598 (2963) 86 Manila 4 J S 140x267mm. 
EIGHTH, OR PURCELL, SERIES. 

The dies are 83 and 86; the form is 4, and the paper manila, while the watermark is H 
A!l of the-e have been described. 
No. N.P.S. No. Die Paper, Form. Wml G R irks. 
1894. One cent, dark blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6599 (2964) 83 Manila 4 I S Wove paper 
1894. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6600 (2965) 83. Manila 4 I S Wove paper 
1891. Two cents, blue green. One Die. One Knife. 
6601 (2y66) 86 Manila 4 a S Wove paper 
6602 (2967) 86 Manila 4 i S Albno. Wove paper 

NINTH, OR PLIMPTON SERIES. 


D‘es, watermark, form, and paper remain as 
“y . pat 
paper is always laid. 


No. N.P.S. No. Die Paper. Form, Wmk., ( 
1895. One cent, blue. One Die. One Knife. 
6603 (2968) 83 Manila } L 

1895. Two cents, green. One Die. One Knife. 
6604 (2969) 86 Manila 4 L 


in the last issue, with 


he exception that the 


Remarks, 
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REAY WAR DEPARTMENT WRAPPERS. 


The dies are 208 and 209; the form is 2, and the watermark is Be. 


described. 

No. N. P. S. No. Die. Paper. Form. Wmk. Gum. 
1873. One cent, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 

6701 (2985) 208 Manila 2 B2 S 
18738. Two cents, vermilion. One Die. One Knife. 

6702 (2986) 209 Manila 2 B2 S 


PLIMPTON WAR DEPARTMENT WRAPPERS. 


The dies are 217 and 218; the forms 2 and 3, and the watermarks 
been described. 


No. N. P. S. No. Die. Paper. Form. Wmk. Gum. 
1875. One cent, red. One Die. One Knife. 

6703 (2987) 217. Manila 2 B S 
1875. Two cents, red. One Die. One Knife. 

6704 (2988) 218 Manila 2 B S 
1878. One cent, red. One Die. One Knife. 

6705 (2989) 217. Manila 3 B S 
1878. Two cents, red. One Die. One Knife. 

6706 (2990) 218 Manila 3 B S 
1879. One cent, red. One Die. One Knife. 

6707 (2991) 217. Manila 3 E S 
1879. Two cents, red. One Die. One Knife. 

6708 (2991a) 218 Manila 3 E S 
1883. One cent, red. One Die. One Knife. 

6709 (2992) 217. Manila 3 F S 


LETTER SHEET ENVELOPES. 


First SERIES. 


Die. 
The die is number 15, which has already been described. 
Watermark. 


WATERMARK Ag. 
At, but much further apart. Mr. Harrison says: 
the cross lines are 18 mm. apart. 
one above the other, so that only two can show in a letter-sheet. 


‘*Length of ‘ 





*Pp. 8. 





All have been 
Remarks. 
B, E and F, All have 
Remark 
Specimen 
Specimen 


The monograms are at right angles with the cross lines as in 


POD” is 43 mm., and 


The monograms are placed at intervals of 176mm., 
(Tiffany's A7.)”* 
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4 
Sizes. sheet of letter paper with a tongued flap on 
on . he tot ~ . I ; hes 
a . kt. s s 10 14 inch 
NOTE-SHEET, 1861. A double sheet ‘Me Tight. It measures 10 by 14 inches 
eat 205x250 mm. 
of note paper with a tongued flap on the ’ 
right. It measures 8 by 10 inches, 171x205 Paper 
mm on : , : 
[he paper is blue and very uniform in 
LETTER SHEET, IS50I1. A double shade. 
No. N. P. S. No. Die. Paper. S Wmk Gui Remarks 
1861. Three cents, red. One Die. Iwo Knives. 
6801 (3001) 15 Blue Note Ag S 
6802 (3002) Is Blue Letter Ao S 
SECOND SERIES. 

‘*These sheets are very similar in form in the lower left corner are the words ‘ U. S. 
to the newspaper wrappers, being 160x271 Patent, July 1, 1879,’ in similar type.”"* 
mm. in their greatest width and length, the Die 
upper end curved and gummed. At a dis- : ROD ss 
tance of 44mm. from the top point of the DIE 225. TWO CENTS. 1886. ‘‘In 


sheet is a line of perforations, and another 
line of perforations extends down ea’h side 
of the sheet about 8mm. from the edge on 
each side. From the bottom of the sheet for 
a distance of 71mm. the margin beyond the 
line of perforations is cut off on each side to 
allow of this side being folded inside the per- 
forations. The margin outside the per- 
forated part is gummed on both sides; 150 
mm. from the bottom the place for a second 
fold is marked by perforations, and the third 
fold is intended to be made at the top per- 
forated line. The sheet so folded is fastened 
by wetting the gum of the top fold and the 
edges, and the communication is thus secured 
from view. On the portion that then forms 
the front of the letter and intended for the 
address, the margin outside the perforations 
on each side bears in small block capitals the 


words ‘To Open, Tear Off the Ends,’ and 
*T. B. & R. p. 61 


+T. B. & R. p. 61 


the upper right hand corner is an engraved 
rectangular stamp, 22x27%mm., bearing a 
full face portrait of U.S. Grant in military 
dress, on a horizontally lined oval, bordered 
by a colored line ornamented by colorless 
pearls, a curved label inscribed in colorless 
block capitals ‘ United States Postage’ in the 
lower part of the oval, all superimposed on a 
shield, rectangle filled out with horizontal 
lines, and inscribed across the bottom in 
colorless capitals ‘ TWO CENTS’, separated by 
a small shield bearing the numeral 2. The 
centre of the top space is inscribed ‘ UNITED 
STATES LETTER SHEET ENVELOPE’ the words 
‘letter sheet’ being in colorless capitals on a 
table with a shield, on which is suspended a 
wreath on the left. A return request is 
printed to the left of this again.’’} 

The later ones all have the series added 
just ‘above the return request. No portion 
of the design is embossed. 
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Watermark. 








WATERMARK I. 1887. A monegram of the letters ‘‘u. s.” in broad, square outline. 
The ‘‘s” encircles the right arm of the ‘‘u"’ «nly, as in watermark J. It is found only on the 
letter sheets of 1887, those of 1886 having no watermark. 


Shape. 
This closely resembles the ordinary newspaper wray pers, measuring 160x27Imm. 
Gum 


There are six styles of gumming, as follows 


ee oe 


A 
GUM A. Square at sides and bottom, but decidedly curved at top, following the outline 
of the top of the sheet. 








B 
GUM B. Square on the bottom, but the upper, curved line meeting the bottom line 
in sharp points. 


c 
GUM C._ Both upper and lower edges curved to conform to the outline of the sheet the 
nds of the lower edge curving upwards and meeting the upper in rather a sharp point, 
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D 
GUM D. Similar to gum A, but both the upper and lower edges are curved, 


E. 

GUM E,. The upper edge of straight lines slanting slightly upwards from either corner 
and meeting in a sl ghtly rounded point. The lower edge, while generally conforming 
to the outline of the upper, is scalloped and projects slightly beyond the ends of the upper, 
the two being connected by end lines which are straight, but slant slightly inwards from 
the bottom. 


F. 
GUM F. Very similar to gum C, but much wider and the ends less rounded. 


. a Perf. across Perf. at Perf. on Guide 

No. N.P.S. No. Die. top. den flap Perf. Gum. Remarks. 
1886, Aug. Two cents, green. White Paper. One Die. No Wmk. One Knife. 

6803 (3003) 225 83 96 . 6 Both sides N 

6804 (3003a) 225 83 96 6 Both sides B 

6805 (3003b) 225 83 96 6 Both sides 

6806 (3004) 225 4! 96 6 Right side A 

6807 (3005) 225 41 g6 6 Left side A 

6808 (3006) 225 33 70 } Right side B 

6809 (3007) 225 33 70 } Left side B 

6810 (3008) 225 41 go : Right side 

6811 (3009) 225 41 go 5 Right side I 

6812 (3010) 225 41 go 5 Right side ( 

6813 (3011) 225 4 go 5 Left side \ 

6814 (3012) 225 41 go 5 Left side b 

6815 (3013) 225 41 go 5 Left sid Cc 

1887, Aug. Two cents, green. White Paper. One Die. Wmk. I. One Knife. 

6816 (3014) 225 41 go a Right side B_ Series 1 
6817 (3015) 225 41 gO 5 Left side B Series 1 
6818 (3016) 225 4! go 5 Right side B Series 2 
6819 (3017) 225 4! go 5 Left side B Series 2 
6820 (3018) 225 4! 89 5 Right side B Series 3 
6821 (3019) 225 41 89 5 Left side B Series 3 
6822 (3020) 225 41 89 7 Right side B Series 4 
6823 (3021) 225 41 39 5 Lett side B Series 4 
6824 (3022) 225 41 89 5 Right side B Series 5 
6825 (3023) 225 4! 89 . Leit side B Series 5 
6826 (3024) 225 4! 89 5 Right side B Series 6 
6827 (3024a) 225 4! 89 5 Right side Ll) Series 6 
6828 (3024b) 225 41 89 5 Right side F Series 6 
6829 (3025) 225 41 89 5 Leit side B Series 6 
6830 (3026) 225 4! 89 5 Left side D Series 6 
6831 (3027) 225 41 89 5 Left side F Series 6 
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. , — el cross Perf. : erf. on Guide : 

No. N.P.S. No. Die. Perf. across Pe {. at Perf. o a 1 re D amast 
top. sides. flap Perf. 

6832 (3028) 225 4 89 5 Right side 3 Series 7 

6833 (3029) 225 41 89 5 Right side D_ Series 7 

6834 (3030) 225 4t 89 5 Right side E Series 7 

6835 (3031) 225 $1 89 5 Left side B Serie 

6836 (3032) 225 4 89 5 Left side D Series 

6837 (3033) 225 4! 89 5 Left side E Series 
POSTAGE DUE ENVELOPES. 


While, properly speaking, this envelope is 
not a ‘‘ Stamped Envelope,” it certainly is 
worthy of being listed. 

The only specimen we have seen is of 
coarse, manila paper, unwatermarked, and 
measures 159x8gmm. The shape is that of 
knife 12, from which it differs only in having 
the point of the loose flap a trifle more 
pointed. It is cancelled ‘* Jul. 14, 1864 
in red, 

Above, at the right, is ‘‘ Post Office De- 
partment,” in old English letters, the in- 
scription measuring 83mm. in length. Just 
below this, in a single line of Roman capitals, 
is ‘‘RETURN LETTER OFFICE’, and, below 
this and at the right, is ‘‘ DUE 3 CENTS” in 
heavy capitals between two ruled lines. 

The left third of the face of the envelope 
is divided from the balance by a vertical 
line and the space to the left of this line 
is inscribed as follows in twelve lines: 
NOTICE To THTE POSTMASTER. ‘‘ 7%e en- 
closed letter is sent to the writer, under an 
Act of Congress, approved January 21, 1862. 
The date of receipt at the Post Office must be 
marked on the letter, and an entry made in 
the account of matls received, in the column 
of unpaid leiwters. Lf not delivered and the 
postage collected within one month, the reason 
for non-delivery must be endorsed on it, and 
tt must be returned to the Dead Letter Office, 
at the time and in the manner prescribed for 
Return Letters, in Instruction No. 8, pub- 
lished with Act of March 8, . Lf re- 
turned, the letter must be postmarked on the 
sealed side.” 

‘It should not be advertised All this 
reads upwards. The words ‘‘in the column 


1S6: 


No. 


6851 


N.P.S, No. 
(3101) 


Value. Paper. Knife. 


3c Manila 12 
NotTe.—The following corrections should 


5060 (9578) 


6095 (2601) ” ‘** watermark D. 
6228 (2725) 35 ‘* annotated, under 
Also add : 

5392a 8 ©(1199a) 83 Oriental Buff 50 
5522a (1286a) go White 62 
5550a (1314a) gi White 61 
55644 (1328a) 92 White 51 
5678a (1442a) 86 Oriental Buff 72 


‘* Remarks ”’: 


of unpaid letters” are crossed out with a 
pen-stroke in the specimen before 
the lower left corner is a large, capital ‘‘( 


us. Ir 


On the back of the envelope, upon the 
upper flap, is the following: ‘‘FREE DELI- 
VERY of Letters, by Carriers, at the Resi- 
dences of Owners, may be SECURED by 
observing the following RULES All being 
in block letters excepting the last word 
which isin Roman capitals. On the lower 


flap is the following 

‘“‘z,. Direct Letters plainly to the Street 
and Number, as well as the Post Office and 
State. 


* 


2. HEAD Letters with the writer’s Post 
and State, Street and Nun sign 
them plainly with Full Name, and request 
that answers be directed accordingly. 

3. Letters to strangers or transient visi 
tors in a town or city, whose special ad 
may be unknown, should be marked in the 


be! 


Othce 


lress 


lower left hand corner, with the word 
‘ Transient.’ 
4. PLACE the Postage Stamp on the ufjer 


right-hand corner, and /eave space between 
the stamp and direction, for post-marking 
without interfering with the writing. 


N. B.—A REQUEST for the RETURN of 
a letter to the writer, if unclaimed within 
30 days, or less, written or printed with 
the writer’s Mame, Post Office and State, 
across the left-hand end of the envelope, on 


the face side, will be complied with, at the 
usual pre paid rate of postage, payable when 
the letter is delivered to the writer. Sec. 
28, Law of 1863.” 

All of the printing is in black. 
issued in 1863. 


Probably 


size. Ret rks 


Wmk. 
None 


Gum, 


S 


5 Wove paper 


be made in the list of envelopes as published 


should be annotated, under ‘‘ Remarks”: Specimen 
I 


Very doubtful 


D (5) J R 
P(-) K R Var, 1 
I (8) kK R a 4 
G (7) K K 4 
13 L R 
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It should also be remarked that the numbers of the list of the work of the National 
Philatelic Society end with 1276, but we have continued them in regular sequence from 
there on. 


REPRINTS. 


18% 1 u hite laid pap r. 
) ( ) L06 4a Sc red 
On pieces of paper and not entire envelopes. LOC 4E Ge red 
FO Ff E ; O64c 0c erecen 
Issue of 1858-55. For the reprints of this ) gree 
issue the Si llowing dies were used: Three Buff laid paper. 
ents, die 5; six cents, die 6; ten cents, die 8. jOG4d Sered 
rye , / 6¢ red 
White laid pape? ’ 
Lj)? , ‘ W4f 10¢ reen 
tO29a ¢ rea J $ ; 
; A veprint of the one cent of this issu n” 
WO296 6¢ green z d . . 
4 ° uh hah cs Ave h; hut we } az heen 
4029¢ 6c red uff paper has been chr nt led but u ¢ 
f / unable te cure any evidence of its existence 
LO2Z9ada 10 green 
Buff laid paper Issue of 1861. Only one value, the sia 
a @pe7, 7 4 
TT, i ; ents, date 16, was reprini 
pUL9€ vc read W hite laid . 
j029f Ge green Ry a pa, 
{ Pa 
4029¢ Gcred . e 
4029h 10c green Buff laid paper. 
Lb f , 
. aoe vf Le . 2 ‘ne ‘ _ gp Bseay All the reprints may be distinguished by the 
issue the following dies were used Thre » ait « . ere — 
vergeures, ich ar rlical, while in th 
ents, die 9; st mts, die 10; ten cent 1 


originals they are oblique 


Provisional Stamps to be Used in Porto 
Rico. 


The Washington correspondent of the Weekly Philatelic Era states, 
under date of February 16, that the Postmaster-General on that day sent 
orders to the Bureau of Printing and Engraving directing them to surcharge 
the following stamps for Porto Rico: 


I,000,000 Ic 
2,000,000 2c 
500,000 5c 


500,000 I0C 
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Our English Letter. 
By Epwarp J. NANKIVELL. 


LONDON, 21, Jan. 1899. 

The magnum opus is arriving. The great work on English adhesive 
stamps is not only in the press but is actually emerging therefrom. Matters 
in regard to its publication by the Philatelic Society of London are now so 
far advanced that the price of the book has been fixed at 24s. for the public, 
and 15s. for members of the Society. Of its great importance there will be 
no question. But 1 am inclined to think that it will not go out of print so 
quickly as the first volume of the Society’s last published work on Africa, 
for it is not to be supplied to members free, but at the reduced price of 
15s. If members take up too copies that will leave 500 for general sale, 
and 500 of an expensive work on a country which has somewhat quieted 
down will be a very good sale. Two years ago the 500 copies would have 
been snapped up like hot cakes. 


At last night’s meeting of the London Philatelic Society, Mr. Castle 
read a very good paper on “Condition,” and he created much amusement 
by some quotations from a writer in one of your contemporaries who took 
upon himself to set down “condition cranks,’ as he termed them, as a general 
philatelic nuisance. Our members are all so called “condition cranks,” as 
you know from what you have seen of our grand specialised collections. 
And, as appropriate comment on the paper, the American Bank Note Com- 
pany came in for some hard knocks on account of its faulty perforations, 
specimens of some of the most desirable U. S. stamps being confessedly hard 
to get in well centered condition. 


If a Britisher may criticise, I should like to put it on record that it is a 
matter of no small surprise to us on this side, that Uncle Sam allows such 
faulty work as the perforation of U.S. stamps. It is simply scandalous, 
from our point of view. That quantity is no sufficient excuse is shown by 
the uniformly well centered perforations of our De la Rue stamps. A badly 
centered copy of an English colonial of the De la Rue type is a rara avis 
of the first water. Of course, what can be done by a Britisher can be licked 
into a cocked hat by Uncle Sam. But it isn’t in this matter of the perfora- 
tion of postage stamps, my dear friends. You can’t touch the De la Rue 
perforations not by a long, long way! Come, shake a paw, and admit that 
you aint in it this time. 


The surprising part of it is that when Uncle Sam took to printing his 
own stamps, thinking he could do it a deal better and cheaper, he repro- 
duced the notorious!y bad work of his predecessor, the American Bank Note 
Company, in the matter of perforation The apologists no doubt will say, 
“It doesn’t matter a cent so long as the things will separate somehow.” But 
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it does matter a cent and you know it, for you pride yourselves, and justly 
sO, upon your splendid array of beautifully engraved postage stamps. Why 
then allow such gems of the engravers art to be marred by the most exe- 
crably faulty perforation known to the stamp collecting fraternity? Have a 
cocktail over this dressing down, eh ? 


Our Post Office authorities are fairly electrifying us. Already under 
the present Postmaster General we have had an extension of letter weight 
from 1 oz. to 4 ozs for the 1d rate, Imperial Penny Postage, and now we are 
to have postcards at face value and, last but not least, we are to have our 
letters collected from our own doors for posting. An official notice publish- 
ed to-day tells us that we may fix up a letter box of our own at our own 
door, hand over the keys to the Post Office and, for a subscription of #1 
per annum, a postman will clear our letters for us twice a day. I guess we 
are getting on. What do youthink? After a while, if the authorities keep 
on waking up in the present style I reckon it wont be long before they take 
to sending along a stenographer and typist to write our letters for us. I 
cant quite understand such activity on the part of our most conservative 
postal department. Perchance it comes of rubbing such friendly shoulders 
with you across the water. 


Last evening I dropped into Mr. Hadlow’s and had a look over the 
collection made by the late Mr. Harold Frederic, which has been handed 
over to Mr. Hadlow to auction. The collection is mounted in four large 
oblong albums of the size and shape of Mr. W. Salisbury Brown's British 
Empire album. The stamps were mostly of the medium caste of counten- 
ance. I noticed few, if any, that could be classed as rarities. It is, in fact 
a general collection of the general kind, and mostly modern. As much of 
it is recent it shows that the unfortunate novelist took an active interest in 
stamp collecting up to the’ last. Poor fellow, the probability is that if he 
had paid more attention to stamp collecting and less to Faith Healing he 
would be alive to day. 


A curious letter was put into my hands by adealer yesterday. It was 
from a general collector who has in the course of several years got together a 
numerically large collection. This he had offered to the dealer in question 
for sale. ‘The offer he received for it drew forth the letter which was handed 
tome to read. It was a very eruptive letter. I fear that even a liberal 
course of Carters Little Liver Pills would hardly meet the case. It swore in 
pungent style at that dealer and all his connections. His offer was dubbed 
“impertinent.’’ ‘The gravamen of the offence appeared to lie in the fact 
that this numerically large collection had not appreciated in value, as stamps 
are said to have appreciated during the last decade. ‘The moral of the busi- 
ness is an instructive one. It is possible to bulk up a very large collection, 
from the numerical point of view, of stamps that can never appreciate, of 
stamps which are in fact printed by the million It is possible to gather 
together a collection in such a way, that is, by buying the stamps singly, 
as to expend upon it such an amount as to make it simply absurd from a 
purely investment point of view. There are thousands of current stamps 
which the dealer buys to-day at a great deal less than a dollar a thousand, 
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and which he sells at a corresponding rate in packets and sets. To bulk up 
a collection of this grade of stamps and expect it to be a greatly improving 


investment is an absurdity which would be clear to any common sense in- 
dividual. 


A collector who confines himself to common current stamps, especially 
in the used condition, must not expect his collection to rank as an investment. 
It is mostly high and uncommon values that appreciate, more particularly 
in the unused condition. That stamps do appreciate very considerably is at- 
tested by every auction, without referring to a dealers catalogue. Any col- 
lector who does not believe a dealer is making a fair bid for his collection 
can easily take it to the philatelic auctioneer and secure the price which a 
competitive market will yield him. 


But further, I don’t see why a dealer should lay himself open to the 
unmeasured abuse of a stranger by making him an offer at all. I am nota 
dealer, but I am often a buyer of Transvaals, and I am more frequently than 
not asked to make an offer for stamps submitted to me. I hold that I can- 
not be both buyer and seller and I refuse to beso. The seller must price 
his own wares, if the price is not a tempting one to the would-be buyer, then 
there may be negotiation, But it seems to me that the man who asks a deal- 
er to make the first offer has only himself to blame if he gets a facer in a 
surprisingly low offer. 


Our old friend Mr. Giwelb has got down on the ground floor at last, 
He has opened a shop in Northumberland Avenue, which runs out of Phila- 
telic Avenue, i. e., the Strand. There are now several dealers in this little 
village of ours who are carrying on a profitable stamp business on the ground 
floor in some of our busiest thoroughfares, and the number is constantly in- 
creasing, indeed it is being pretty generally recognised that it pays to be on 
the street level in the stamp business. It begets more daily callers. For a 
strictly postal business it does not matter, but our leading dealers no longer, 
as of yore, depend on business by correspondence. A large and ever in- 
creasing counter business is the order of the day. and naturally so, for the 
town dweller likes to look over stock and make his own selection of copies 
and varieties. Many men do not care to ask for a stock book of stamps 
to be sent them by post at the risk of offending the dealer by taking just 
enough to cover the cost of the postage of the book, but they can in the ordi- 
nary routine of business have that same stock book out and take any small 
or high value stamps that they please, without note or comment, at the 
counter of the shop on the street level.” 


I shall be very much mistaken if the insiduous attempt, which is being 
made with such an ostentatious show of affected innocence and yet so 
systematically, to boom the “Internal Postage” provisional of British Cen 
tral Africa, meets with any great or expected success. If collectors do not 
read between the lines of the quasi-official, much-labored explanations and 
descriptions of this provisional it will bea pity for the victims. The 
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much advertised initialling of some of the stamps on the back is a very 
fishy feature in the business. Some are, it is said, initialled “J. T. G.”, 
others only “J. G.”, the initials of the Postmaster General of British Cen- 
tral Africa. And all were used, none are to be. had unused, bear that in 
mind. .It was an emergency issue, with very much emergency. But by a 
singular, but most convenient coincidence, all those initialled howling rarities 
have, by a special dispensation of providence, been used on a clear thin 
paper which enables you, by holding the lot up to the light, to verify at 
once the fact that your specimen is of the initialled, howling-rarity per- 
suasion. In my humble opinion this gosling was not hatched (philateli- 
cally) yesterday. He’s an old bird, depend upon it. The postmarking of 
this provisional is beyond complaint, even by the “ Condition Crank.” 


We have some kites flown in the official philatelic organ of British Cen- 
tral Africa, to wit, the London Philatelist, as to probable further provision- 
als, rendered necessary to protect the Colony from those dreadful people who 
stole that mysterious supply of stamps in transit. You see,if nothing were 
done to mark off the genuine postal issues of British Central Africa from 
that supply in the hands of those—well, call them thieves—those depredators 
might set up on their own account, and conduct the postal business of 
British Central Africa, and even take to initialling those stamps on the back, 
and then — ! 

. 


But those long threatened provisionals have not come out, and I am in 
a quandry to know what on earth British Central Africa is doing all this 
blessed time. I have been hoarding some odd cents for a long time past in 
order to be in funds to buy a specimen or two—lI shall not be able to run to 
a copy tnitialled on the back, that's certain, for I understand the official price 
of those of the “Infernal” issue is no less than £10 


There is a great deal of adverse comment on the very sudden and heavy 
raising of prices of the stamps of Hong Kong inthe new Gibbons. The rise 
is attributed to the mere fact that a wealthy collector has recently gone in 
largely for Hong Kong. I have not compared prices, but the rise is said to 
be as much as 75 per cent. and it is complained that it is these sudden whims 
in pricing which do so much harm to collectors and traders. 


London, 28, January, 1898. 

Beware of mended stamps. Some of them will deceive the very elect. 
At a recent gathering of specialists Mr. Ehrenbach produced a mended 
stamp of Holland. He passed it round as a mended stamp, and we all ex- 
amined it closely, but not one of us could detect the mending until the ex- 
act position of the mended part had been pointed out to us. It was an ex- 
tremely rare perforation, and quite a millimeter of the upper portion of 
the design had been added from another stamp, but for the life of me | 
could not swear to it as a mended stamp, even after the mended portion had 


been located for me. It was the cleverest bit of stamp mending I had ever 
seen, 
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I understand the process is to neatly fit the mended portion, and when 
the gum has dried to subject the stamp to something like hydraulic pressure 
and so weld the parts into an indistinguishable whole. 

What really betrayed the mending more than the presence of a tear was 
the shiny, pressed appearance of the mended surface. 


Of course there is no objection to the mending of a rare stamp, so long 
as it is unmistakeably distinguished, and distinguishable, as a mended stamp. 
But there is the danger that whilst the dealer who has a reputation to lose 
will be careful to indicate a mended stamp, the other sort of dealer will take 
full advantage of such clever repairing work, and will sell for full value. It 
should be insisted upon by the trade, for its own protection, as well as for 
the protection of its customers that every mended stamp should be indelibly 
marked on the back with a rubber stamp with the words ‘‘mended ” 

If this is not done, some one will suffer in the end, for it is not sufficient 
protection for the selling dealer to charge it as a mended stamp. The faulty 
specimen may pass into a collection which may eventually be broken up and 
auctioned, and the mending may be overlooked by the seller and not detect- 
ed by the auctioneer. As aconsequence it may pass into the hands of even 
a most fastidious and straightforward dealer and be unwittingly sold by him 
as a perfect stamp, to the serious injury of his reputation. The collector who 
has been ‘‘had” with a mended specimen of a rare stamp takes a long time 
to get into a forgiving frame of mind. « 


The anomalous position of the few British colonies that have not fallen 
into line over the Imperial Penny Postage arrangement is already begetting 
a crop of petty annoyances. People fail to distinguish between the few 
that stand aloof and the great majority that have adopted the new rate. 
Ergo, letters are being continually posted with the penny stamp to the few 
colonies that stand out, instead of the old rate of 244d. In the Zimes this 
week the Secretary of the Malta Chamber of Commerce calls public attention 
to the fact that many letters are now arriving in Malta from England insuf- 
ficently prepaid, viz : with only a penny stamp, and are therefore subjected 
on delivery to the payment of double the deficient postage because Malta 
has not yet adhered to the Imperial Penny Postage Convention And I 
reckon this sort of thing will continue till the nuisance works its own cure 
by compelling all colonies to fall into line. People who are continually 
paying deficient postage can swear heartily and so hasten the necessary re- 
form. 


Quite a novel announcement has reached me by this morning's post. Mr. 
H. L’Estrange Ewen, the specialist dealer in English stamps, says he is going 
to conduct his stamp business in future on the same lines as our Stock Ex- 
change, that is to say, he will publish regularly a list of prices with two quo- 
tations, the first being the price at which he is prepared to buy, and the 
second the price at which he is prepared to sell, the difference being his 
profit. He sends along with this announcement his first list, explaining, 
apologetically, that the “ difference between the two quotations is somewhat 
great, but this’ he says, “will decrease as the market gains in strength,” and 
he adds, “ it must be remembered too that stamps do not represent the same 
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» 


amount of security as Consols or British Railway Debentures As with 
Stock Exchange quotations, those given are very liable to fluctuation, but 
will rise or fall only as the demand exceeds the supply or vice-versa.” 

For common stamps Mr. Ewen quotes about half the price he expects 
to get, and it may be said that the reason is perhaps, obvious, as the sale of 
common stamps is not so certain or so rz ipid as the sale of the better class. 
For medium rare st rene his prices vary to yield him from 25 to 50 per cent. 
Here for instance are a few of his prices for some of the rarer English 


Ss 
15790 I I ! 4) 17 6 
- I I 2 c 5 
1882 cs wmk \ [ I 9 
10 § I 5. § 35 
#1 I 5 ° 7 
1883 £1, wmk, 3 Crowns I 6°0 
f1,wmk. 3 Ort I 7 6 I 
AU greer { 2 O 1 6 
#,5 orange i 25 35 


How far such a scheme is likely to work it is early days to even venture 
an opinion. Were such an idea trotted out as an experiment by Gibbons I 
have no hesitation in saying that it would create an immense excitement in 
stamp collecting circles, and there would probably have to be a considerable 
enlargement of the Strand premises. It would put an immediate end to 
stamp auctions and there would be a mad rush in of the speculating class. 
We should have stamp brékers and stamp jobbers, and a reguiar babel of a 
market that would soon put even our own Kaffir market on the Stock Ex- 
change into the shade. Just fancy a stamp broker rushing into the colon- 
ial market, holding up a pair of “Post Office’’ Mauritius, and shouting for 
a price. Jobbers Phillips and Peckitt would of course start the bidding low 
down, but the panther of the Strand would make the running. Phillips 
would wink of course at the panther to shut up, but the contest would go on 
to the bitter end, for a “Post Office’ Mauritius pair is not to be had every 
day, and even on a close deal there would remain the kudos of the adver- 
tisement of having been the purchaser 


Probably the verdict on Mr. Ewen’s Stock Exchange method will be that 
it is an absurdity. But it is no uncommon thing for the absurdity of to-day 
to dominate the business world of to morrow. If he can demonstrate the 
fact that he can galvanize his business in English, and conduct it profitably 
under his new method, it will not be long before some shrewd dealer will 
follow suit with other countries. Among the possibilities to be reckoned in 
favor of the new method is the very strong one that it will secure, right away, 
the preferential pick of collectors’ duplicates. 


From the dealer’s point of view there is the very important consideration 
that it would certainly do away with stamp auctions. To some extent, 
auctions are now and then of use to dealers, but from conversation with 
dealers who are affected by them you may soon gather plenty of evidence 
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that the average dealer would be an immense gainer if they were entirely 
abolished, for of course the business that the auctions now get is so much 
business diverted from its ordinary channel—the dealer. A few days ago a 
dealer assured me that the auctions had simply cut the business in medium 
stuff into shreds in this country, especially in London, for the regular buyers 
of a few years ago, instead of sending “ want lists” to dealers, now waited for 
their needs to turn up at auction at considerably less than they would have to 
pay the dealer. Auctions are rapidly spreading into the larger cities in the 
provinces, and soon, if they have no such competitor as Mr. Ewen’s scheme, 
they will be available to most big collectors. Therefore, it is a question 
worth considering whether the Stock Exchange idea may not be converted 
nto a means for keeping the stamp business in the hands of stamp dealers 


British Central Africa, it seems, is to have a rest from—from —from, ah, 
well, let us say ‘‘emergency’”’ issues. I have just received the following 
notice direct from the Acting Postmaster General. It is published in the 
British Central Africa Gazette of the 12th November, 1898 : 


* PosTAGE STAMPs —A further supply of postage stamps has arrived, 
and there is now no danger of a recurrence of the circumstances, which to- 
gether with an accident to a case of stamps, led to the recent surcharging of 
stamps and issue of Tokens. Of the Three Shillings stamps surcharged “ One 
Penny” 33420 were sold, and returns, which have recently been received, show 
that 23901 of the Tokens were used in accounting for the postages paid in cash 
at the different post offices, in accordance with the notice published in the 
Gazette of the 19th March last. 

There has been a noticeable falling off in the number of stamps pur- 
chased by a persons abroad for collecting purposes. Stamps to the value of 
4,289 were issued during the month of August, but these were for the most 
part applications which had been held over, owing;to the shortness of the 
stamp stock,” 


British Central Africa needs a long rest from suspicious issues to raise 
it to a desirable rank in philatelic circles. ‘This rest it is to be hoped it will 
now have. Asa writer I may perhaps have been hard on the issues, but I 
have judged to the best of my philatelic ability of what I have been per- 
mitted to see and know, and it must be admitted that recent “ emergency ”’ 
issues have strangely filtered into the philatelic market. I have no desire to 
misrepresent, for nothing but loss of reputation is to be gained by misrepre- 
sentation, at the same time, I[ shall always take special care and great delight 
in nosing out and exposing little games for exploiting collectors and dealers. 
[ take a trained journalist's exciting pleasure in such a hunt, and I don't 
think I have been far out in the quarry I have been hunting in British 
Central Africa. The Acting Postmaster General may have no connection 
with the local speculators, but the partial initialling of the stamps of the re 
cent “emergency " issue, and the subsequent filtering of those initialled 
issues into the London market, with the undisguised expectation that they 
would fetch £10 apiece, is a pill to swallow. 


In my letter of January 14th, I referred to the commotion occasioned by 
the low prices obtained for the Russian Grard Duke's co lection, sold here in 
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London at auction, and the blame which had been openly attached to the 
auctioneers. We have now the reply of the auctioneers, Messrs. Puttick & 
Simpson. In a letter to the Monthly Journal they assert that advance copies 
of their catalogue were sent to their regular Continental customers, and were 
received by them in time for them to send commissions, and that they (the 
auctioneers) did receive Continental commissions. This seems to dispose of 
the complaint that the Continental buyers, who would have paid good prices 
for the stuff, did not have a chance of sending commissions. Still, there re- 
mains the fact that the stamps were lumped together, rare and rubbish, in the 
most extraordinary manner. 

But here is an admission that for candor could hardly be exceeded 
Only an independent firm like Putticks could afford to admit a fact that must 
tell greatly against their own line of business. However, they say, “ lhe 
truth is that when a stamp, however rare, is not in general demand, it can 
only be sold to advantage privately, and rarely realizes by auction a sum 
proportionate to its rarity.”” Oh, happy dealers, to have such candid auc- 
tloneers to compete with. 


The outcry which has thus been raised against auctions has drawn a 
letter of defence also from Messrs, Ventom, Bull & Cooper, the leading stamp 
auctioneering firm. They go for the business like rats in a corner, hitting 
out right and left. On the question of low prices at auctions, of 
which the prices obtained for the Grand Duke’s stamps are an extreme ex- 
ample, they say 


‘The question is, What are ‘low prices’ Does the auction give the true market 
value, or are the prices inserted in the dealers’ catalogues to be taken as the standard? We 
venture to say that the former is the more reliable test, and have known cases when the price 
of a particular stamp has been raised in the stock books alter an auction had proved what 


was its true value. In our opinion the cause of so-called ‘low prices’ is that in all trade 
catalogues the prices have been unduly inflated, and with each new issue increased.” 


That is what I call carrying the war into the enemy’s camp in real 
fighting trim and | shall expect a lively little exchange of opinions on the 
matter. I doubt if the dealers will be a match for the auctioneers in the 
duel, for it is no secret that certain dealers are in the habit of offering the 
most ludicrous prices for collections submitted to them. I could give some 
curious instances, But if there is a correspondence duel I reckon it will be 
six to one and half a dozen of the other, for each side has very weak points 
in its armor. - From the collectors point of view, in being at the mercy of 
either, a collector is between the devil and the deep sea. If the dealer or 
auctioneer can get anything out of the collector it is all in the line of business 
and, per contra, I am bound to admit that if a collector can get to wind- 
ward of a dealer it gives him an unholy satisfaction. We are all made up of 
the old Adam. There isn’t much to choose between us. I have just been 
quietly chuckling over a scoop I have had out of a dealer's stock-book—an 
exceedingly rare Transvaal variety for a matter of 50 shillings of which a 
much commoner one recently fetched at auction 416.10s. Mine should be 
worth double. And so we go on, rooking each other— dealers and collectors. 


Messrs. Ventom, Bull & Cooper further say that “ although auctions may 


not be popular with some dealers, they have no reason to fear for their 
future, and are satisfied that there can be no equally reliable means for the 
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disposal of valuable collections, when properly conducted by those who under- 
stand their business.” All of which is wrote very sarcastic-like, and, for 
those behind the scenes, is very enjoyable. There should be some blood 
letting over it when the parties settle down to going for each other straight 
out from the shoulder. I fancy I'll have to call round and make some in- 
teresting copy out of them. It would be entertaining to hold the sponge for 
some of them if they would only strip properly. 


Sarawak figures in the “ British Colonies ” division of the new Gibbons. 
In the previous edition it was included in the foreign countries volume. Why 
it should be considered a foreign country in 1897, and a British Colony in 
1898, the Lord—and Gibbons, only knows, for Sarawak was no more and no 
less a British possession in 1898 than it was in 1897. 

Sarawak, as everyone knows, is a portion of the Island of Borneo. It 
was taken under the wing of this country as a Protectorate some ten years 
ago, and its anomalous position in Gibbons has always afforded me some 
quiet amusement. 

Gibbons seems to have become aware of the English Protectorate over 
Sarawak between the issuing of the edition of the Imperial album published a 
few weeks since, and the issue of the new catalogue a few days since, for in 
the last Imperial album Sarawak is still a foreign country, and therefore in- 
cluded in the foreign portion. It is pleasant to catch the Homers of the 
Strand thus napping. 


One more go at our catalogues. They are one and all terribly behind in 
the matter of illustration. ‘The illustrations in both Gibbons’ and Bright's 
catalogues are, with precious few exceptions, simply ridiculous as aids to the 
identification of a stamp. Most of them are small blobs. Many of Bright's 
are so bad as to lead to the impression that the back of the stamp must have 
been reproduced in error for the face. Further, Bright’s catalogue must have 
been bound up by a blind man. The sheets could scarcely have been more 
badly folded if they were done in a dark room, or by a blind man. It is 
time some one gave us English collectors a decently reproduced up-to date 
English catalogue, with clear illustrations. There is now no excuse about the 
fear of the authorities, for there is absolute permission to illustrate, even our 
own English stamps. 














The Postage Stamps of the United States, 
By JOHN N. Lurr, 
(Copyrighted. All rights reserved.) 
(Continued from page 78.) 
CARRIER’S Stamps.—Continued. 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Records of the Boston Carrier’s stamps are yet to be discovered, conse- 
quently there is little to be said concerning them beyond what may be learn- 
ed from the examination of the stamps and the covers to which they are af- 


fixed. 


U.S. Penny Pos1 





The stamps are engraved in /atl/e douce and printed on yellowish white 
wove paper. Owing to théir rarity and the limited number of copies available 
for examination, it has not been possible to form any conclusion as to the num 
ber of stamps on the plate. As each was separately engraved it is probable 
that the plate was not large. A specimen in the collection of Mr. F. W. 
Hunter shows portions of several adjacent stamps, sufficient to prove there 
were at least three rows of three stamps each. Probably the plate contained 
twelve or fifteen stamps, possibly as many as twenty-five. The ornaments in 
the corners appear to have been inserted by means of punches, the rest of 
the design is hand engraved. Size: 18xz22mm 


1849 2 cents black 


Cancelled copies of this stamp have not been seen by the author. The 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for December, 1874, mentions the stamp 
but says nothing concerning any date of issue or use. Coster says: “ Issue 
of ?” The Philatelic Journal of America for January, 1889, says: “The 
earliest dates of letters bearing the stamps of this post that are now recorded 
are 1849.” 

The counterfeits are too poor to require description. They are roughly 
made by lithography or typography, while the originals are finely engraved. 





PENNY Post. 


f SOSSOSSOY: 
1 , 
2 PENNY? 
post. ¢ 
DHPOOOOOS 5 


aN) 


Typographed on pelure paper. Size: 214%x9% mm. All the stamps 
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appear to be reproductions of a type-set original and there are no varieties. 
Occasionally some of the rays of the corner ornaments are broken or missing 
but this is probably due to poor printing or defective electrotypes. 


Aug. 28, 1850—Apl. 26, 1851. (1 cent) dull blue, deep dull blue 


The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for February, 1889, gives the 
date of issue of this stamp as April 3rd, 1845. This is possibly founded on 
a remark in Coster's book: ‘ We possess, on a letter dated 1845, a hand- 
stamp of this post, which gives us reason to suppose it commenced business 
about that period.” Perhaps this handstamp was confused with the adhesive 
stamps. 

Counterfeits are numerous but not dangerous. The lines of the 
diamonds which form the frame are continuous, while in the originals they 
are broken, each diamond being a separate piece of type. The stars in the 
corners are too small and usually have five points instead of eight rays. 
There is no period after “‘ post ” 

Finally, most of the counterfeits have a single-lined outer frame which 
does not appear on the originals. 


PENNY Post PaIp. 


WARAARARAS 
© PENNY = 
@ POST. » 
@€ PAID. ®» 
LGESSEPCSCOB 


Typographed on ordinary wove paper, varying from grayish to blue 
gray in color. Size: 20%x12% mm. Like the preceding issue, these 
stamps appear to be reproduced from a type-set original and show no 
varieties. 


Grayish Wove Paper. 
July 20, 1850—July 26, 1854. (1 cent) blue, dull blue 
Bluish Gray Wove Paper. 
(1 cent) deep blue, dull blue 


Counterfeits of this stamp are plentiful but are not difficult to detect. 
The frame is extremely well imitated as is also the word “‘ PENNY”, though 
the letters of the latter are a little too much spaced. In “‘ post” the letters 
are not enough shaded and too narrow, especially the “‘o”’ which, in the 
originals, is nearly round. ‘The greatest difference is in the word “paip”. 
In the original stamps this word is in Roman capitals, s:t close together. In 
the counterfeits the letters are block type and widely spaced. In some of 
the counterfeits in the bottom row of the type-set border the block nearest 
the right corner is turned sideways This is not known to occur in the 
genuine stamps. The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATEY for June, 1872, 
mentions a counterfeit of this stamp which has only twenty-six pieces of 
type in the frame, instead of twenty-eight. 
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Hand stamped in color on colored wove paper. Diameter: 14 mm. 


(1853) (1 cent) red on bluish 


Outside of catalogues the author has been unable to find any reference 
to this stamp. He has, however, seen it in black, applied as a cancellation 
on the adhesive stamp last described. It is, of course, possible that the hand- 
stamp was used both as a cancellation mark and for the production of 
adhesive stamps, as is known to have been done on other occasions. But, 
pending confirmation by specimens on the original cover, the stamp is listed 
with much reserve. 

Before leaving the subject of the Boston Carriers’ stamps a few words 
must be said about another stamp which may possibly belong to this category. 
This is Hill’s post, now classed among the locals (Standard catalogue, 58th 
edition, L147). Very little is known about this post. Oliver B. Hill was 
probably its proprietor. From the Boston city directory we obtain the 
following extracts 

1843 Hill, Oliver B., grocer, 172 Hanover St., House etc. 
‘ “ « 


/ 





1844 = 
1845 “ “ ———— —— 
1846 “ } Clerk, 
1846-47 i i Post Office — 
1847-48 ‘ ‘5 Penny Post — 
184849 “ en 
1849-50 ~ 23 —__—— —_—— i 
1850-51 ; Oysters, 52 Knecland St 


When two years are given together the period covered is from July rst 
to July 1st. In the two years left blank there is no record of his occupation, 
merely his name and residence. We do not know whether the words “ post 
office” imply a connection with the Government post office or merely the 
office of a private post. But it is well known that the term “penny post” was 
applied both to local posts and to letter carriers. The name Oliver B. Hill 
does not appear in the official register which contains the names of all post- 
masters, clerks, contractors, etc. Copies of the stamps are known with can- 
cellations dated in 1849 and early in 1850. The limited information we now 
possess does not appear to warrant the inclusion of this stamp among the 
carriers. 


CHARLESTON, S. C. 


After the uncertainty by which most of the carriers’ stamps are sur- 
rounded, it is a pleasure to turn to those used in this city. We have very 
full and complete information concerning them, the circumstances under 
which they were issued, by whom and at what dates. Much of this informa- 
tion was obtained by the efforts of Mr. W. H. Faber, a resident of the city 
and personally acquainted with the carriers’ by whom the stamps were issued. 
Their history may be briefly summarized as follows: 








130 


In 1849, John H. Honour received from Washington an appointment as 
letter carrier for the city of Charleston. He engaged his brother-in-law, E. J. 
Kingman, to assist him, the service being conducted in the name of Mr. 
Honour. About two years later they separated and divided the carrier 
business of the city between them, one taking the eastern half and the other 
the western. At the same time Mr. Kingman was appointed a carrier by the 
Postmaster of Charleston. Each carrier was under bonds to the government 
in the amount of $2,000. 

In March, 1858, Mr. Kingman retired and his place was taken by Joseph 
G. Martin. In the summer of the same year, John F. Steinmeyer, Jr. was 
added to the carrier force. In 1860, Mr. Honour retired and John C. Beck 
man was appointed in his place. Mr. Martin retired early in 1861, but the 
service was continued by the other two carriers until the end of the war. 

Each of these carriers issued stamps. At first the stamps were made 
from engraved dies. Having seen only photographs the author is unable to 
say whether these stamps were struck by hand or printed, but is inclined to 
think the latter. Afterwards the stamps were set up from type and some of 
those issued by Mr. Steinmeyer appear to have been printed from electro- 
types. The stamps were the product of local printing offices. Most of them 
were gummed with gum arabic which was applied, not by the printer, but by 
the owner himself. The majority of the stamps were printed on the ordinary 
bluish writing paper of the period. A number of them have been catalogued 
on white paper. Prominent philatelists claim to have seen them and others, 
equally prominent, deny their existence on this paper. As there is a 
possibility that they are merely the ordinary bluish or grayish paper from 
which the color has been discharged, the author has decided not to list them 


STAMPS OF JoHN H. Honour. 





Typographed from an engraved die. Printed in black on thin, colored 
wove paper. Size: 15%4x19% mm 


July 14, 1849. 2 cents black on rose 


Only one copy of this stamp is known. 





Typographed from an engraved die on thin colored wove paper. Size 
22x26 mm. 


Aug. 16, 1849. 2cents black on rose 
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The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for December, 1888, describes 
this stamp as on yellow surfaced paper and not on rose paper, colored through, 
as we now know it. Probably the writer was misinformed. Coster calls 
the color “‘ bistre-rouge.”’ 


CoCOocde 
>) HONOURS 
Orcity post © 
© 2Cents. ©E 
0500600 


Printed from a type-set plate, in black on glazed paper, colored on the 
surface. Only three varieties have been seen by the author but doubtless 
more exist, as the plate probably contained from ten to twenty five stamps. 
Size: 15x11mm, 


Oct. 20, 1849.— June 26, 185¢ cents black on yellow, lemon-yellow, orange 
yellow 
Principal variety; 
cents black on yellow Error, “ccntTs” 


instead of “CEN1 


The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for December, 1888, lists this 
stamp on yellow surfaced paper, blue writing paper and white paper. As the 
second paper has been dropped frum the catalogues for some years, it was 
probably found to be incorrect. The reason for omitting the third paper has 
already been explained. 


OOOVODO 
2) HON c 
3 € 
gt ° 
© = ‘ Cc 


Similar to the preceding but with six pearls at each side, instead of 


t 
five. Type-set and printed on colored wove paper. The number of varieties 
is not known. Size: 15x13mm 
May 8, 1850. cents black on gray-bl 


Some philatelists claim that this stamp is merely a variety in the plate of 
the preceding issue, When we consider the similarity of the two stamps this 
conclusion does not appear unreasonable. 


©O830009 
@ Paid, © 
© Honovuk'’s © 
Cpcriyt © 
@ 2 Cents. © 
20000090 


Similar to the two preceding stamps but with the word “ Paid” added at 
the top of the inscription. Type-set and printed in black on colored wovy 
paper, varying in thickness. Mr. C. T. Harbeck has in his collection sixteen 
varieties of this stamp. It is probable that the plate contained twenty. five 
varieties arranged in five rows of five stamps each. It is also possible that, 
as this stamp was in use for several years, there was more than one setting 
and printing of it. It is supposed that there were the same number of 
varieties of the stamps on pink pelure paper as on the other papers but, 
owing tothe rarity of the stamp, it has not been possible to confirm this, 
Size: 144%x1234mm. 








132 


Thin Wove Paper. 


Apl. 25, 1851.—July 7, 1853. 2 cents black on gray-blue, blue-gray, greenish- 
gray, gray 


Pelure Paper. 
2 cents black on pink 
Principal variety: 


2 cen's black on gray-blue. Error, “cENs 
instead of “ CENTS” 





Type-set and printed in black on colored wove paper. ‘There are pro- 
bably varieties of this stamp, as always occurs when stamps are type-set, but, 
owing to the uniform shape and size of the ornaments which compose the 
border, the differences are so minute that they have not attracted the attention 
of philatelists. The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for December, 1888, 
says: ‘ Typographed in sheet showing minor varieties.” Size: 164x17mm, 


Dec. 4, 1854.—July 6, 1855. 2 (cents) black on gray-blue 


Strange to say Mr J. G. Martin, one of the Charleston carriers. says: 
‘‘ There was never a Honour issued of the description of the above,” (see 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for March, 1898). None the less the 
author knows of four copies all on original covers, and all cancelled in Char- 
leston at or between the dates here given. As the carrier service was at that 
time practically a monopoly of Messrs. Honour and Kingman it is not prob- 
able that they would tolerate an attempt to establish a similar service and it 
is also doubtful if the field was sufficiently large to attract the enterprise of 
others. As Mr. Martin was not connected with the carrier service until some 
four years after this stamp was in use, it is possible that he was not familiar 
with it or that his memory was at fault. Prominent philatelists have long 
considered this stamp to be one of the Honour issues and apparently with 
good reason. 





Type-set and printed on colored wove paper. Minor varieties doubtless 
exist, as in the preceding stamp, but the differences are so trifling that they 
have escaped notice. Size: 174%x13mm. 


(1856). (2 cents) black on gray-blue, gray 


The date is taken from Coster’s book. In the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 
PHILATELY for December, 1888, we find the date given as Februury 24th, 
1852, but the correctness of this has been doubted. 
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P\HONOUR'S/ 
© City Post. 

t) PAID. WJ 
a a ie c+] 


fa 


Printed from a type-set plate on colored wove paper. 


Several varieties 
have been seen but the differences are minute. 


Size: 17x12%4mm 
Feb. 21, 1858. (2 cents) black on gray-blue 

This date is taken from the only copy on the original cover which has 
been seen by the author. The year was not very legible but is believed to be 
correctly given. Coster gives the date “1859 or '60.” The AMERICAN 
JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for December, 1888, gives the date May oth, 1852. 
This also appears to be questioned. 


Stamps OF E. J]. KINGMAN, 





Printed on colored wove paper from a type-set plate 
varieties is not known. The author has seen three. 
the sheets contained two rows of five stamps each. 


The number of 
Mr. Kingman thinks 
Size: 17x12 mm, 


/# 


Jan. 19, 1851—Jan. 20, 1858. 2 cents black on gray-blue, green 


Coster and the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY both give 1850 as 


the date of this stamp, It is quite possible that they are correct. 
22UYYYS 
a2 rad, C¢ 
2, KINGMAN’s G 
Qciry rang 
@ 2s. y& 
2900029 
1 ype set and printed on colored wove paper 


Several varieties, 
probably not less than ten Size: 14 


4x12% mm 


1851 (?) 2 cents black on gray-blue 


The authority for the date cannot now be recalled. The Honour stamp 
of smilar design was issued in the same year. 


STAMP OF JosEPH G. MARTIN 

o) ww) vd) VOOQ ©) 

i MARTIN'S . 

& City Post. @ 

@Paid—2 cts, € 

260080000 
Type-set and printed on colored wove paper. Several varieties have 
been seen. Mr. Martin says, in the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for 
March, 1898: ‘I think there were twenty five on a sheet, square, face value 


fifty cents.” From the word “ square” we may infer five rows of five stamps 
each. Size: 17x13mm, 


1858 2 cents black on gray-blue 
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Cancelled copies have not been seen but the date is probably correct. 
Much earlier dates have been assigned to the stamps but could not be correct, 
as Mr. Martin did not become a carrier until 1858. 

STAMPS OF JOHN F. STEINMEYER. 


Aanl 







Steinmeyer"s € 
City Post. 
Ind aunt 
oO Paid—2 cts. 

| az 


Impression from a type-set plate on colored wove paper. There are 
doubtless varieties of this stamp but they have not been chronicled. Size 
17X13mm., 


1858 or 1859. 2 cents black on gray-blue 

The AMERICAN JOURNAL oF PHILATELY for February, 1889, gives the 
date of this stamp as 1850 but that is as manifestly incorrect as the locating 
of the post in Philadelphia, which is done by the same journal and by 
Coster. 






eS 
Steinmeyer’s 
City Post. 


| Paid—2 cts 





Typographed on various papers. The sheets contain ten stamps, 
arranged in two vertical rows of five. There do not appear to be any 
varieties other than trifling differences inthe impression. Size: 17x113%4 mm. 


Thin Wove Paper. 
1858 or 1859. 2 cents black on gray-blue, gray 
Thick Wove Paper, Surfaced. 
2 cents black on yellow, rose 
STAMPS OF JOHN C. BECKMAN. 


Type-set and printed in black on colored wove paper. The design is 
the same as that of the stamp issued by Mr, Martin and of those issued in 
1850 by Messrs. Honour and Kingman. Only one copy is known but, 
doubtless, there were originally several varieties. Size: 17x13 mm. 


1860. 2 cents black on gray-blue 


Counterfeits of the stamps of the Charleston carriers are plentiful. 
Apparently they all emanate from one source, probably that which supplied 
most of the reprints and counterfeits of the United Stateslocal stamps. The 
distinguishing marks of the counterfeits are not easy to describe though un- 
mistakable when they are compared with genuine stamps or good photographs, 
There is a general clearness and carefulness in the printing which is not 
found in the originals. The letters of the inscriptions have a general re- 
semblance but comparison at once shows them to be from different fonts. 
The ornaments which form the borders are very clean and carefully set while 
those of the original stamps are worn and carelessly arranged. On the 
Steinmeyer stamps the ornaments which form the border at top and bottom 
have a shading on the inner side, while those at the sides have it on the 
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outer side. In the commonest of the counterfeits the ornaments and con- 
sequently the shadings are reversed. ‘There is another counterfeit which has 
all the ornaments correctly placed except the one on the right side but a 
small oval has been added at the centre of the top and bottom borders, which 
is not found on the genuinestamps. Finally the colors are not correct. The 
rose, yellow and green are too bright and the gray blue, which varies a great 
deal in the originals, is nearly always a light “French g ay” in the counterfeits. 
In the last color the paper is hard and highly finished and a little too thick. 
Comparison with the photo gravure reproductions which will accompany 
this book will enable the collector to readily detect the counterfeits. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Thanks to the researches of Mr. F. W. H. Hahn of that city, we have 
quite full and satisfactory information concerning the Louisville carriers’ 
stamps. The carrier service was first established by the Louisville post office 
about 1854, one carrier being employed for the purpose. Charles P. Smith 
was first appointed. He delivered letters to houses and offices for a fee of 
two cents each but did not collect them for delivery at the post office. On 
January rst, 1856, David B. Wharton succeeded Smith as carrier. Sometime 
late in 1857 he decided to use stamps for collecting his fees and had them 
prepared. But before many of the stamps were used, certainly not over fifty 
and some claim none at all, he was succeeded by Wilson Gough. This took 
place about the end of 1857 or possibly on January 1st, 1858. Soon after 
this Joseph G. Brown was appointed to assist Gough. Gough did not issue 
stamps and only retained the office a few months. On April ist, 1858 S B. 
McGill was appointed carrier and he and Brown continued to act in this 
capacity until September 3oth, 1860. Brown and McGill decided to improve 
the service by issuing stamps. They bought from D. B. Wharton the 
outfit of letter boxes which he had had prepared and also the remainder of 
his stamps. There is a possibility that a few of the Wharton stamps were 
used while the Brown & McGill stamps were being prepared. These stamps 
were used only on letters bearing the regular U. S. stamps, not on circulars or 
private mail not passing through the post office. They paid the fee for 


delivering letters from or to the post office. The stamps were on sale in the 
post office though not usually at the window at which the Government's 
stamps were sold. All these carriers were duly appointed and under bonds 


of $2,000 to the Government 


STAMPS OF Davip B. WHARTON. 





Ke BDA |.’ i 
Siac 
Lithographed by Robyn & Co. in sheets of fifty stamps, arranged in two 
panes of twenty-five,,five rows of five stamps each. The panes were separated 
by a space of about 4mm. Each stamp was surrounded by a thin frame line, 
forming a rectangle about 24%x18% mm. The rectangles were separated 
by a space of about 1 mm. vertically and % mm. horizontally. The words 
“ROBYN & CO. LITH.” appear at the bottom of each stamp, extending from 
the left corner to about the middle of the stamp. 
1857. (2 cents) blue-green 
The author has not seen any good counterfeits of this stamp. 
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STAMPS OF Brown & MCGILL. 





Lithographed by Hart & May ahi, successors to Robyn & Co. The 
stamps are made in imitation of the Wharton stamps, from which they differ 
only in the lettering of the upper label and the omission of the name of the 
makers. They are enclosed in a single-lined frame, measuring about 24%x 
194 mm _ Having seen only single copies the distance between the stamps 
and their arrangement cannot be given. The size of the sheets is not known 
but was probably the same as for the Wharton stamps. 


June 12, 1858—June 29, 1860. (2 cents) dull blue, dark blue 
April 13.— (2 cents) black 

Mr. Hahn claims that none of the Brown & McGill stamps were 
printed in black and if such exist they must be either discolored stamps or 
proofs. There is in the collection of Mr. C. T. Harbeck a fine copy, printed 
in black, which has every appearance of being genuine and in its original 
condition. It is on a letter, postmarked “ April 13th” but without the date 
of the year. Apparently it is an early impression. It is the opinion of the 
author that this is the color in which the stamp was first printed. 

In a communication which was printed in the AMERICAN JOURNAL O! 
PHILATELY for April, 1898, Mr. Hahn says : 

“‘ About the year 1865 or 1866, Hussey, of New York asked Mr. McGill for some re- 
mainders of the Brown & McGill stan.ps. He may have had some on hand but certainly 
wanted more and ordered Hart & Maypother to print 2co from the original stone. but, 
the original not existing, a poor imitation or forgery was made and the stamps sent to 
Hussey as originals or reprints. The fact is McGill at the time believed the forged stamps 
to be reprints.”’ 

These so-called reprints are not very successful imitations of the original 
The eagle is quite different in size and pose, the foliage is too abundant, the 
letters too large and there is an eight-pointed ornament at each side instead 
of a small oval of crossed lines. There must have been more than one 
printing of these imitations for the author possesses copies which differ wide- 
ly in shade and paper. 

In addition to what may be called the official counterfeit there are a 
number of others. The poorest of them should not deceive any one but it 
may be said that instead of the small ovals which should separate the upper 
and lower labels. they show only two or three faint scratches. There is 
one counterfeit which quite closely resembles the original, but the work is 
too well done, the letters are slightly too large and the wings of the eagle do 
not touch the oval. 

Coster says these stamps were issued in New York and the AMERICAN 
JOURNAL oF PHILATELY for 1888 assigns them to Baltimore. All of which 
proves nothing except that it is easy to be mistaken. 


Note.—It is the wish of the author to secure for this work the greatest possible accuracy 
and completeness. As an assistance to this end the requests philatelists to call his attention 
to any errors or corrections to be made in dates and to any varieties which may be omitted 
from the lists. In addition to this the publishers will greatly appreciate the loan of any copies 
of the Baltimore and Brattleboro stamps and of Carriers of type C4, C28, C2g and C30 
(58th edition of the Standard Catalogue) in order that illustrations of as many types as possi- 
ble may be secured. For which favors thanks are tendered in advance, 


(Zo be continued.) 











187 


History of the Correspondence Card and of 


other Entires of the Belgian Postal Service. 
By JULES Bouvez. 
(Continued from page 88.) 


If Germany was the first to introduce the correspondence card into its 
postal service, Belgium can in turn lay claim to the honor of having been the 
first to issue the letter card, which rendered no less service to the public. On 
the initiative of M. Vinchent, Director-General of Posts of Belgium, the letter 
card first saw the light on the 15th December, 1882. 

This new issue which had been extensively advertised in advance was 
most favorably received from the moment of its appearance, and it shortly 
displaced, in many cases, the postal card, being, above all, a means of corres- 
pondence most suitable for communications more or less secret. 

The first letter card, of which we show a cut below, was printed on pale 
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green paper, and bore in the upper right hand corner the ten centimes, 
carmine, stamp of the issue of 1869; the sheet measured 117mm. by 160mm. 
and was perforated 17; the reverse was blank. The card or sheet was sold 
at the price of the stamp it bore (10 centimes), the domestic postal rate 

In these cards might be enclosed anything which might have been placed 
in an ordinary letter; letter cards which, on account of such an enclosure, 
exceeded in weight 15 grammes, as well as those intended for foreign 
countries, or forwarded “ express”’ or “‘ registered,” might be forwarded upon 
the addition, on the address side, of sufficient adhesive stamps to bring the 
payment up to the proper amount. 

We give below the order authorizing the issue of these cards. 


“ Leopold II, King of the Belgians. 
‘To whom these presents may come, Greeting: 
Pursuant to Article 40 of the law of 30th May, 1879 
Upon the proposition of our Minister of Public Works: 
We have ordered and hereby order: 








Article I. On and after the 15th December of the current year the 
Post Office Department shall issue special postal cards which can be sealed 
and which will be known as ‘ letter cards.’ 

Article II. These cards shall bear a 10 centimes stamp, equivalent to the 
domestic letter rate up to 15 grammes. It shall be legal to use these cards 
for foreign correspondence upon completing the prepayment by means of 
adhesive stamps. 

Article III. The letter cards shall be placed at the disposition of the 
public at the price of the 10 centimes stamp which they bear; this stamp 
shall lose its value if detached from the card. 

Article IV. The letter cards shall be subject to the regulations govern- 
ing ordinary letters; Our Minister of Public Works is charged with the 
execution of this order. 

Given at Brussels, 5th December, 1882 
By the King (Signed) LEOPOLD.” 
The Minister of Public Works. 
(Signed) X. Oxrn.” 


From the moment of the issue of the ro centimes letter card there was a 
veritable rush to use it. According to official statistics, the sales, during the 
first six months of its issue, reached the very high total of 1,225,460 cards. 

The postal administration, having by that time noted that a considerable 
number of this value were used for foreign correspondence, under the con- 
ditions indicated in Article II of the royal order of 5th December, 1882, 
hastened to create a special letter card for foreign use, which was announced 
to the personnel of the department by the decree of 15th June, 1883. About 
the 2oth of the same month, all the post offices in the Kingdom received, with 
their delivery of postage stamps for sale, a first stock of letter cards at 25 
centimes. 

The creation of this new value, did not, however, take from the publi 
the right to use the ro centimes cards, with added adhesives, for foreign 
correspondence. On delivery of the 25 centimes cards to the post offices, 
instructions were given not to place them on sale beforethe ist July, 1883, 
the date fixed for their emission by the royal order herewith reproduced. 

Creation of letter cards at 25 centimes. 


“ Leopold II, King of the Belgians, 

To whom these presents may come, Greeting 

Pursuant to article 40 of the law of 30th May, 1879, revising and codify- 
ing the postal laws: 

Pursuant to our order of 5th December, 1882, creating letter cards at 
10 centimes: 

On the proposition of our Minister of Public Works 

We have ordered and hereby order: 

Article I. From and after the rst July, prox., there shall be issued 
by the postal administration letter cards at twenty-five centimes, intended 
more particularly for international correspondence. 

Article If. The general provisions of our above-named order, are 
hereby made applicable to the letter cards at twenty-five centimes. 

Our Minister of Public Works is charged with the execution of this 
order. 


Given at Laeken, the 2oth June, 1883. 
By the King (Signed) LEOPOLD, 
The Minister of Public Works. 
(Signed) X. OLIN.” 
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The first issue of the 10 centimes letter cards presents certain peculiari- 
ties which have escaped the notice of the majority of collectors. We believe 
it well to enumerate them here, for they constitute an ensemble of curiosities 
which, the specialists should not fail to seek. 

First, it is to be noted that the perforation of the 10 centimes letter 
card of the issue of 1882, is of two kinds. The first, placed on an edition of 
500,000 cards is made at right angles at the four corners of the letter card 
and is not prolonged to the edge, as shown here 


Besides, in each package of too cards of this first edition, there were 
about twelve pieces with defective perforations; that is, there were lacking at 
times as many as five holes in that part of the perforation near the imprint, 
and eight on the right (short) side. This latter defect is about twelve milli- 
metres below the longitudinal inscription ‘* A ouvrir le long du pointillé.” 
The first mentioned error is somewhat variable, but is found principally 
above the word ‘‘ Pour” of the imprint of the letter card, where two holes 
dre missing. These errorscan only be the result of defects which were not 
noticed when the perforating machine was in use. 

In the second edition of 10 centimes letter cards, only comprising 
3.500,000 pieces, the perforations are prolonged to the edges in both direc- 
tions. 


Here but few defects are met with. The only ones which have been 
noted consist of the absence of two holes above the impression of the stamp, 
and one above the letter ‘‘t”’ of the word “CARTE.” 

In the 25 centimes card, besides the two kinds of perforation which we 
have indicated, there exists athird which consists therein that the upper and 
lower perforations on the right side of the letter card are not prolonged to 
the edge, whereas the contrary is the case with the left. 


. 
. 
. 


POU RUC ETOCS SCTE TCP eee ere eae 


ARTE-LETT 


TRE POUR L'ETRANCER 


RWAAETORISS VOOR VREEROE LANCEN 





Peseeceereereeceloes 


Serres eereereareeur#t 
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We reproduce above a specimen of the 25 centimes letter card present- 
ing this peculiarity. This card, perfectly printed, does not present any of 
the errors enumerated below which have been found on certain specimens 
of this type. 


“ce 


1st. Absence of periods after the word “pointillé” of the vertical 
imprint. 

2nd. “ Belgioue 
stamp. 

3rd. Absence of the “s” of “centimes” at the right, above the 
medallion. 

4th. Absence of the hyphen between the words 
the imprint. 

Up to the 1st of June, 1884, at which time there was a new issue of 
postage stamps, no change was made in the type or character of the Belgian 
entires, whose use, as well in the foreign as in the domestic service, had 
developed considerably. 

The statistical table given below, extracted from official documents of 
the Belgian postal service, will completely edify our readers on this point: 


” ” 


instead of ‘ Belgique’ on the medallion of the 


“carte” and “lettre” of 


SALE OF CORRESPONDENCE CARDS. SALE OF LETTER CARDs 
, : 10 centimes . 20 centimes 
, 5 centimes : 10 centimes : : 
Year : with paid with paid 10 centimes. 25 centin 
single. f single. 
reply. reply. 


1880 15,026,854 92,889 1,168,863 Nea Pe: ce aes Spee 
1881 16,449,396 94,357 1,277,274 we  “ceeece “ aveee's 


1882 17,618,339 97,329 1,410,672 10,612 Oe” eros 
1883 18,498,471 109,802 1,527,373 12,259 1,956,884 17,173 
1884 19,191,543 101,774 1,583,997 11,772 1,983,974 17,774 


Go aS Ge 


ton 


axe 5 XS 














141 


Auction Sales. 


Our 146th Auction Sale, containing the collection of Mr. Raymond 
Lesher, was disposed of on February 1st, 2d and 3d. Prices as a whole ruled 
about on a par with those which had been obtained at auctions during the 
past year or two, except that in certain lines the sales were more satisfactory 
than was recently the case. The greatest interest was shown in the French 
C .lonial stamps, which are now extremely popular, and which realized from 
60 to 85 per cent. of catalogue prices. 

We give herewith the prices realized for a few of the lots 


United States: 1857: sc red brown, type 1, o. g., very fine $21.00 
~) ’ £ ) ’ Ds 
— 1875: goc blue, ¥& 26.00 
— 1869: goc black and carmine, somewhat out of centre, ¥& 25.00 
—- Navy: 2c green, error, very fine, o. g., ¥& 26.50 
— State: $5 black and green, an unusually fine copy, o. g., ¥& 90.00 
Philippine Islands: 1854: 1oc rose, fine, G 10.60 
54 





On April 26th and 27th, we shall hold our 147th Auction Sale which 


will contain the fine collection of Mr. Albert R. Gallatin including many 


rarities, among which we may mention some of the following: Baltimore, 
5c on original envelope; Lynchburg envelopes; Newfoundland, 6%p and 
two ish; Tuscany, 2 soldi, 60 crazie and 3 lire; Moldavia, 27 and s54pa; 
Zurich, 4r; Madrid, 3 cuartos; Spain, 1851 zr unused, 1852 2r, 1853 ar; 
New Brunswick, 1sh; Nova Scotia, ish; Ceylon, 4p used, 2sh unused; Peru, 
¥% peso rose (magnificent copy); Sierra Leone, 6p imperf.; Natal, 3p blue 
imperf., unused. 
Catalogues will be sent free to anyone applying for them 


Sale of Newspaper and Periodical Stamps. 
Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


OrricE OF TuHirD Ass’T P. M. Gen’L. 

WasuHinctTon, D.C., Feb. 4, 1899 

Announcement is hereby made that, in compliance with numerous re- 
quests made to the Postmaster General by collectors and others, enough of 
the newspaper and periodical stamps lately in use by postmasters to make 
up 50,000 complete sets have been reserved by the Department for sale, and 
that on and after the 15th instant they may be had of postmasters at first- 
class post offices, or upon application to the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General, at the rate of five dollars a set—the set consisting of one each of 
the following twelve denominations: One, two, five, ten, twenty-five, and 
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fifty cents, and two, five, ten, twenty, fifty, and one hundred dollars. When 
applications are made by mail, the money to pay for the stamps must ac- 
company the order, with ten cents additional to pay for postage and registry 
fee on the returned packet. 

Not less than a full set will in any case be sold; but as many more whole 
sets as may be wanted can be bought. When two sets or more are desired, 
any or all of the several denominations may be had in an unsevered con- 
dition, that is to say, in strips not exceeding ten stamps each, or in blocks of 
four or more. The Department, however, cannot require postmasters to 
segregate, for accommodation of purchasers, marginal strips of stamps bear- 
ing plate numbers; nor can any guarantee be given that the stamps shall be 
perfectly “ centered.”” It must also be understood that the stamps are not 
good for postage, and that after their purchase they cannot be redeemed 
or exchanged for others by the Government. 

The sale of these stamps will continue up to the 31st of December next, 
unless the stock is sooner disposed of; but no more than the 50,000 sets will 
be sold, and no more will hereafter be printed. In fact, the working plates 
from which the stamps were printed will shortly be destroyed. 

The newspaper and periodical stamps of a former issue—of which 
fragmentary lots have been returned to the Department by postmasters —will 
not be sold, but, together with the stock of the last issue returned in excess 
of the 50,000 reserved sets, will all be destroyed. 

Joun A. Merritt, Third Ass’t P. M. Gen’l 


Sale of Puerto Rico Remainders. 


PUERTO Rico, Jan. 26, 1899. 
To THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

Sir :—In order to send it to the President of the Philatelical Society ot 
New York, I would thank you to order sent to me a complete account, 
properly authenticated, of the postage stamps which were sold at publi 
auction on Oct. 14, 1898 under the Spanish sovereignty. 

Respectfully, 
N. MorRERA, 


San Juan, P. R., Feb. 6, :899 
Mr. NICOLAS MORERA 
Acceding to the request expressed in your favor of Jan. 26th last, I take 
pleasure in sending to you, in order that you may in turn send ii to the !'re 
sident of the Philatelic Society of New York, the complete account, 
authenticated in due form, of the quantity of postage stamps of each kind 
which were sold at public auction on Oct. 14, 1898. 
Hoping that you will acknowledge receipt to me. 
Respectfully, 
CAYETANO CoLL y TostE, 
Sec’y of THE TREASURY. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT SECRETARY OF FINANCE P. R. 


Statement issued at the request of N. Morera, Esq. to be forwarded to 
the President of the Philatelic Society, New York, regarding the postage 
stamps existing at the time when Spanish sovereignty was about to 
cease in the island of Puerto Rico, the Secretary of the Treasury being the 
Honorable Julian Blanco y Sosa, said stamps being in the custody of the 
Treasurer General and sold together with other stamped paper on October 
14th, 1898 at public auction, at which the highest bidder for the postage 


stamps was Mr. José Maria Fontanals for the sum of 7,528 pesos, to wit : 
Postage stamps of the period of Spanish Dominion in Puerto Rico on 
hand October 13th, 1898 














ISSUE OI 
1894-95 S 7 1898-00 Total Face Value 
stamps tamp ps stamps Pesos Cts 
% mil. 919,486 478,747 1,398,233 699.116 
ibe 335,464 65,867 401,331 401.331 
7 620,667 1,218,137 490,030 2,328,834 4,657.668 
ie 142,007 142,007 426.021 
ie 140,093 40,892 65,100 246,085 984.340 
ae 17 3,305 173,395 866 525 
I cent. 183,955 52,554 285,605 522,114 5.221.240 
ie ™ 43,488 160,028 401,734 605,250 12,105. 
oe 62,613 6,200 2,190,956 2,259,769 67,793 07 
ger 149,217 19,482 88,800 257,499 10,299.96 
Geir 35586 7,644 349.508 392738 19,636.90 
6% 154775 333,618 559,174 1,647,567 98,85 4.02 
Ss. * 87,601 ,o16 84,501 179,118 14,329.44 
eo © 28,398 28,398 2,839.80 
acc 71,410 71,410 10,711.50 
20 * 219,739 4,097 50,738 275:174 55,034.80 
ne 33,092 35559 51,806 89,257 35,702.80 
éo. * 21,577 21,577 12,946.20 
Sa." 1,545 21,373 22,921 18,336.80 
I peso 7,228 7,228 7,228. 
‘i 3,086 3,086 6,172. 
Total 3,586,576 2,399,989 5,086,336 11,072,901 385,246.531 
Besides the above quantities there existed also the stamps surcharged 


‘WAR TAX’ 


and the postage stamps subsequently sent in from the interior 





post offices, the total 
$434,299.24. 
San JUAN, Puerto Rico, February 6, 1899. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, 
(Signed) Cayetano Co. y TostTE, 


being 12,698,323 stamps of a nominal value of 
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Postage Due Stamps of Chile. 


SOCIEDAD FILATELICA ‘‘ SANTIAGO ” 
SANTIAGO-—CHILE-CASILLA 1124. 


SANTIAGO, Dec. 30th, 1898. 
J. M. AnpDREINI, EsqQ., 
2g W. 75th Street, N. Y. City. 


Dear Sir :—During the last meeting of this Society your valued favor 
of Nov. 7th was read, and I have been requested to inform you of the 
gratitude of this Society for your kindness in translating into English Mr. 
Lara’s article on the ‘‘ Provisional Issue of Chilean Postage Due Stamps ”’ 
published in our Ama/es. You are respectfully requested to convey the 
expression of the Society’s gratitude also to Mr. Calman, of the AMERICAN 
JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 

The following is a transcript of the remarks made at the above mentioned 
meeting by our fellow member Mr. Laval :— 


“I do not know who was Mr. Gremmel’s Correspondent in Valparaiso, 
but I was for sometime his Correspondent in Santiago. On the appearance 
of the Valparaiso Provisional Postage Due Stamps I sent him a complete 
sheet of them:—a few days later I sent him a half sheet and I kept the other 
half, of which I still have a certain portion. Of the arrangement of the 
stamps of this second sheet I took special note, and it was similar to that re- 
presented by the illustration at the beginning of page 8 of No. 1, fourth 
volume of our Ama/es. Of the arrangement of the stamps in the first sheet 
sent to Mr. Gremmel I did not take note and I am not able to say if it was 
similar to that of the second one. If the stamps presented to Mr. Andreini 
by Messrs. J. C. Morgenthau & Co., are original it is possible that they were 
part of that first sheet. It is well known that those stamps were printed by 
hand and it is very likely that at the beginning the stamping was not made 
in regular order.” 

‘The above transcript, which embodies the opinion accepted by the 
Society, answers your above mentioned letter. 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Roperto Garica, Secrefary 


CWI RD 
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IN OTE S 
The Postmaster of Barbados informs us that a 2d stamp of the 1892 
type is soon to be issued in order to provide for double rate letters directed 
to the countries participating in the Imperial Penny Postal Union. 
3 {> {> > > 
Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste states that on account of the recent 
theft of a shipment of stamps addressed to British Central Africa from the 
office of the printers in London, the entire current series is to be surcharged 
‘ V. R.” and that only the surcharged stamps are to be accepted for prepay- 
ment of postage. We have heard no rews from down there in regard to this 
plan and await confirmation of the rumor circulated by our contemporary. 
oe © @ > 
We illustrate the type of the 10 and 2o para stamps of Crete, chronic- 
led by us in the last number of the JouRNAL. 



































o & & & & 

Our regular correspondent in St. John’s, Newfoundland, sends us a copy 
of the Royal Gazette, containing a notice of the destruction of the plates 
formerly used by the American Bank Note Co. for the printing of the old 
issues of Newfoundland stamps. 

We present the notice in full herewith : 

AMERICAN BANK Note Company. 
New York, Jan. 23, 1899. 
J. ALEXANDER Rosinson, Esq., 
Colonial Secretary, St. John’s, N’f'l'd. 

Dear Sir:—We duly received your communication, dated the 24th of 
December of last year, directing us to destroy the dies of all the obsolete 
issues of Postage Stamps made for the Government of Newfoundland; and 
informing us that Messrs. Bowring and Archibald, of this city, will be pre- 
sent at such destruction on behalf of the Colony. 

In accordance with the above instructions, on the 16th instant, Mr. 
Charles Bowring, a member of the firm above mentioned, visited our estab- 
lishment, and in his presence there were destroyed the following :— 


1 plate r10_ ~=1£ cent stamps 1 plate 100 10 cent stamps 
I “ 100 I “e “ee I “ 100 12 ‘<é “ 
I if) 100 2 “ee ec I ee 100 13 “ec 
musk! apes gi 7  ofici ttt Gh,” 7 
“ “ “ “ =. = . 
1 100 5 9 original dies of above stamps. 
I ““ 100 6 «' “ec 


5 rolls containing same. 
Which comprises the entire quantity of plates, dies and rolls engraved 
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by this Company or its predecessors for Newfoundland, excepting only those 
of the current issue of Postage Stamps. 

We enclose herewith a duplicate of the certificate made upon that 
occasion. 

Trusting that this will be satisfactory, we are very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
T. H. FREELAND, Secretary and Manager. 
(Duplicate. ) AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY. 
New YorK, Jan. 23, 1899. 

It is hereby certified that, in accordance with instructions, dated the 
24th of December, 1898, from J. Alexander Robinson, Esq., Colonial 
Secretary of Newfoundland, there have this day been destroyed, in our pre- 
sence, the following plates, dies and rolls used in the preparation of Postage 
Stamps for Newfoundland, viz.:— 


1 plate r1o_ 1 cent stamps. 1 plate roo 10 cent stamps 
eee SF es Ps | ees 25 
arin ae eo 2 :: ee 9 
Oe 2 i te 5 *~ pee os. ~ - 

. <2 - ™ 9 original dies of above stamps, 
fn * «=f 6 + “s 5 rolls containing same. 


Which comprises the entire quantity of plates, dies and rolls engraved 
by this Company or its predecessors for Newfoundland, excepting only those 
of the current issue of Postage Stamps. 

For Bowring and Archibald, 
Cuas. W. BowRinec, 
Member of Firm. 
For American Bank Note Company. 
T. H. FREELAND, Secretary and Manager. 
o¢ & ft @& @ 

The legislature of the Dominican Republic has resolved to commemorate 
the erection of a crypt for the remains of Christopher Columbus by the issue 
of a special series of postage stamps, to consist of the same values as are 
contained in the present series. The little fact that these remains never were 
in San Domingo, but were formerly in Havana and that they have been 
transferred to Spain, will probably have but little effect upon the enthusiasm 
of the Santo Domingans. 

Se & #2. - @ 

Mr. David Benjamin informs us that the $5 surcharge on the 3c 
Revenue stamp of China, which was announced some time ago, was never 
issued for postal purposes. He writes as follows : 

“This stamp, surcharged $5, was never used for postage (unless some 
may have managed to pass or rather may be found postmarked), but was 
issued many months ago about the time the other surcharges and provisional 
stamps were in use, for use in connection with money orders, when there 
were no higher than $1 stamps; and in sending a money order, say, for $10, 
you stick (or rather the P. O. did), two of these stamps and the money is 
paid at the other end. The stamps were not sold over the counter and are 
not ‘stamps’, so no notice should be taken of these unless as pure revenues.” 

se @&°ce os 

We have been shown a stamp of peculiar design said to have been issued 
by the Philippines insurgents. Until the insurgents shall have been success- 
ful in their revolution, of which there is but little chance, these stamps will 
not receive recognition at our hands, 
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We are informed on reliable authority that the 244d and 7d stamps of 
the Leeward Islands were withdrawn from circulation on January 25th, these 
values having become useless on the recent reduction in postage among the 
majority of the British Colonies. It is also stated that the’stamps of these 
two values are to be surcharged 1d and 2d, respectively, in order to use up 
the supply on hand. 


<4 
ve 


Honpuras.—Mr. A. Calman has shown us a pair of the 4goc black 
1894, imperf. vertically between. 


We give below illustrations of the 2 and 1o sen stamps of Japan 
chronicled by us last month. 











Mauritius.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste reports a new issue, 
which was to have appeared in February, made to celebrate the bi centennial 
of Mr. Mahe de la Bourdonnais. We append a translation of the r marks 
of our French contemporary on the subject, and we hope that our English 
philatelists will soon be able to prevail upon the Colonial office to put a stop 
to these ridiculous commemorative issues in which the British Colonies 
have been especially prolific during the past few years We do not lay 
ourselves open to the charge of inconsistency in making these remarks, as 
we opposed as strenuously as we could the issue of the Trans- Mississippi 
stamps by which the Government of the United States disgraced itself last 


year. 

‘* We note in our ‘chronicle,’ in this issue, that stamps bearing the portrait of Mahe 
de la Bourdonna’s will soon be issued on the island of Mauritius, It is really t» be regretted 
that the English should be the ones to charge themselves with the glorification of our late 
colonists, and this homage impresses me as singular and contrary to their custom, it being, 
for example, an error, for catalogues to call the picture of a seaman on the 10 pence and 17 
cents of Canada that of Jacques Cartier; it appears that it was intended f« r Cabot 

May there not be, under this kind thought of recalling the memory of Mahe de la 
Bourdonnais, the intention of establishing a parallel with a modern instance which may be 
divined? He was governor of the Isle of France, later called Mauritius, at the period when 
Dupleix, that veritable political genius, attempted to conquer India for his country, the Isle 


of France being particularly valuable as a naval, military and commercial base on the route 
to India. 

Mahe de la Bourdor nais, who disting ished himself as executiv I well as sailor, 
defeated the English several times, but 


‘ 


ound himself, concerning the surrender of some 


point at odds with Dupleix, who accused him of treason De la Bourdonnais was arrested 
aud confined in the Bastille, where he remained for four years, in spite of tne efforts of his 
numerous partisans. When Louis XV. abandoned Dupleix and foolishly ceded Inda to 


England, de la Bourdonnais was declared innocent, and restored to liberty and the posses-ion 
of his fortune, which was considerable ; he died soon after Dupleix, about the same time, 
returned to France, ruined and in despair.” 
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UNITED STATES.—It appears that 
there are two dies of the 2c envelope 
chronicled by us in the February 
JournaL. A description of the differ- 
ence is unnecessary as our cuts below 
show this plainly. 

We have also seen, through the 
kindness of Mr. J. M. Andreini, the 
new die of the 5c, which differs from 
the old die in having an entirely new 
portrait of U. S. Grant and also in 
the shape of the oval, and the number 
of points in the serrated lines 

The 6c stamp has, as expected, 
appeared in a new color, namely, 
magenta, being almost exactly like 
the color of the 8c Columbus. 

Envelopes. 

Watermarked U S P O D ’g9. 


_ 


A B 
2c carmine, die B 
5c dark blue 
Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
Watermarked U. S. P. S. 
6c magenta 





Hawaii.—Mr. C. Hustace, Jr., 
has sent us the 2c stamp of Ha- 
waii which was issued on Feb. 2, 
1899 in a new color, to conform with 
the regulations of the U. P. U. The 
stamp is of the same design as the 2c 
brown which was issued in 1894. 

Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
2c rose red 





BRAZIL.—In addition to the sur- 
charges already chronicled the Re- 
vista Philatelica do Brasié chronicles 
the following, and gives the dates of 
issue. 

Newspaper stamps. 

Provisional issue. 

Rouletted. 
2,000or on 1,o0or yellow, green sur- 

charge, Dec. 29 
2,000r on 1,coor chocolate, green sur- 
charge, Dec. 29 

50or on 300r Carmine, Jan. 8 

1,00or On 7oor ultramarine, Jan. 8 





CANADA.—One of our correspon- 
dents has sent us the 3c envelope, 
which has just been withdrawn from 
use, surcharged 2c in large type. He 
states that this surcharge was made 
by the Post Office authorities at the 
request of the holders of the old 3c 
envelope, for which there was no 
further use after the inland postage 
had been reduced. 

The 2c stamp of the current type 
with numerals in the lower corners 
is now being issued in an entirely 
different color from the first printings. 
It originally appeared in dark purple, 
whereas now it is coming in red vio- 
let. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 
2c red violet 

Envelope. 


C 


Surcharged 


White paper. 
Size 147x86mm. 
2c on 3¢ red, black surcharge 














CEYLON.—The //lustriertes Brief- 
marken Journal has received copies 
of a new surcharged stamp, namely, 
6c on 15¢c, this value being required 
to meet the requirements of the Im- 
perial Penny Postal Union. No doubt 
a new 6c stamp of the regular type 
will soon make its appearance. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14 
6c on 15c olive green, black sur- 

charge 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC.— Ze Co/- 
lectionneur de Timbres-Poste states 
that some time in 1896, after the print- 
ing by error of the 20c on greenish 
paper, a further error was perpetrated 
by printing the same value on white 
paper. It is said that the error oc- 
curred through an oversight in the 
stamp printing office, and that as soon 
as it was noticed the supply which 
had been distributed to the various 
post offices was recalled. 

We have now received a 5c stamp 
of the same type as the 1c which was 
chronicled in the February number. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 
2oc brown, white paper 

Perforated 13 
5c red brown on salmon 


CUBA.—In addition to the pro 
visional stamps issued in Puerto 
Principe, which we chronicled in 
in our last number, we are informed, 
that the following varieties were 
made, and the two lists together will 
complete the set of these interesting 
stamps. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 
5c on 2m orange brown 
5c on 3m “ " 
5c on 5m 

Our correspondent also informs 
us of the quantities issued of each 
variety, which are as follows: 


“ 
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Ic on 1m orange brown, 3,000 
2c on 2m ” ' 3900 
3c on 3m bi 2 3,000 
5c on 1, 2, and 3m “ F 500 
§c on 5m = xa 1,000 
3c on IC black violet, 3,000 
5c on Ic ™ ~ 9 gee 
1oc on Ic a - . $000 
3c on I, 2, 3, 4, 8m, blue gr'n, 500 
5con %, 1, 2,3,4,8m“ “ 500 
FERNANDO PoO.—Our monthly 
chronicle would indeed be incom- 


plete without the announcement of 
some new provisional from this im- 
portant jumping-off place, which 
alone remains of the enormous colon- 
ial empire once owned by Spain. 
This time the 12%c stamp has been 
the recipient of a surcharge convert- 
ing it into a soc value, the surcharge 
being in the same type as the pre- 
vious ones of that denomination 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14. 
5ec on 12 4c brown 





FRANCE.—The sc stamp is now 
printed in yellow green, the color be- 
ing entirely different from that which 
has been in use since 1876. We 
chronicled a similar change in the 
Tunis 5c stamp, and we presume that 
the 5c stamps of all the Colonies will 
soon be modified to correspond, 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x13 %. 
sc yellow green 

HUNGARY.—To complete the set 
up to 3okr, with new watermark, the 
2kr has now been issued, according 
to the Philatelic Journal of Great 
Britain. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and Circle. 

Perforated. 
2kr lilac and black 





Chamba.—The Philatelic Journal 
of Great Britain has received the 
current 1 rupee stamp surcharged for 
official use in that State, 
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Official stamp. 

Perforated 14. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
tr carmine & green, black surcharge 


Cochin.—The new stamps which 
were heralded sometime ago have now 
made their appearance and, as will 
be seen from the illustrations, are 
entirely different from the old designs. 
They are printed on white paper 
bearing an anchor watermark. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Anchor. 


























Perforated 12. 
3 pies blue 
2 puttan green 


sé 


I rose 
a violet 
Postal cards, 


2 pies black 


Las Bela.—The Monthly Journal 
has received from Mr. Stewart- 
Wilson the % anna stamp printed in 
black on pale blue paper. The 
sheets are in five horizontal rows of 
four, instead of being in four rows of 
five as in the first issue. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 
¥% anna black, pale dlue 





NICARAGUA.—From the Consul 
General of Nicaragua we have re- 
ceived a sample set of the 1899 issue 
which is the same in design as that 
of 1894, with the date altered, except 
that 4 and 15c values have been 
added and the 5 pesos value elimi- 
nated. 


Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 12. 
IC gray green 
2c bistre brown 
4c lake 
sce dark blue 
10c brown yellow 
15c chocolate 
2oc dark green 
50c carmine rose 
1p red orange 
2p violet 
Official stamps. 
1c, gray, green 
2c bistre brown 
4c lake 
5c dark blue 
1oc brown yellow 
15c chorolate 
2oc dark green 
50c carmine rose 
1p red orange 
2p violet 
Unpaid Letter stamps. 
1 ccarmine 
2G 7 
5c 
10C 
20C 
50c 


PARAGUAY.—We read in some 
of our contemporaries that the 15c 
stamp has now been surcharged roc 
in the same type of surcharge as was 
used on the 4oc. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 
1oc ON 15C orange 





PERU.—The zc stamp in the cur- 
rent type has been changed from blue 
to red. 











Adhesive stamp 

Perforated 12 
2c red 

QUEENSLAND —We Copy 
the Australian Philatelist : 

“A valued correspondent in 
Brisbane sends us a strip of paper 
perforated by a somewhat novel 
process, or rather a novel adaptation 
of an old process. A number of 
pieces of fine “rule’’, about three- 
fourths of a millimetre in length, are 
set in zigzag fashion a little above 
the usual height of printing type, in 
lines forming rectangles the size of 
the current postage stamps. Of these 
lines the horizontal lines are continu 
ous, that is, they extend from edge to 
edge of the whole sheet, while the 
vertical lines do not extend beyond 
the exterior horizontal ones. These 
lines are set up in one “forme” de 
“signed to embrace the entire sheet of 
postage stamps, which is printed in 
one unbroken pane of 120 in 12 
of ten stamps. When the sheet is 
placed in the press, the descending 
‘forme’ punctures the paper in such a 
way that the stamps may be easily 


from 


rows 


separated, the edges presenting a 
serrated appearance, but with the 


points perfectly straight instead of 
pointing downwards as in a saw, A 
somewhat similar process was adopted 
in the case of the early victorians, 
the later Thurn and Taxis, etc. In 
the latter case, the ‘rule’ was inked, 
so that the perforation was described 
as “rouletted in lines of color’. Mr. 
Fred Hagen has shown us the first 
specimen of a Queensland stamp 
perforated by the new process—the 
current 1d—and in this case the 
rouletting ‘forme’ has been inked by a 
black roller, the effect being bizarre 
in the extreme. As the specimen of 
perforated paper sent us has not been 
similarly inked, we may conclude 
that the inking is more or less of an 
experiment. Anyhow, it is sincerely 
to be hoped that it is not intended to 
try both methods on all the stamps, 
and thus provide us with a number 
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of undesirable varieties of perfora- 
tion. The %dstamp has been issued 
in the new type. The background 
has been removed from behind the 
profile; on the left of the central 
vignette the name “Queensland” is 
placed, reading upwards, and on the 
right “ Half-penny,” reading down- 
wards. The same type is 
impressed on the wrapper.’ 


also 


Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and O 

Perf. 12%. 
'2d green 

Serrated perf. 

1d vermilion 

U rapper. 
12d green on manila 

[In addition to the values previous- 
ly chronicled, the 3d stamp has now 
appeared with figures in four corners 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
Watermarked © and Crown. 
3p brown 


SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIO 
From one of our correspondents we 
have received a new Registration en 
velope of very handsome design 
which was issued on January 2d, 11 


five sizes as follows 


ize F, 3 133x824%mm 
G, 152x96mm 
H 202x127mmM 
H2, 227x1oomm. 
K 290x152mm 


The inscriptions on the face of the 
envelope are as follows 

At left,—large R in witl 
Z. A. R. in small type underneath 
At right,— in a rectangle,—" Frankee 
rings Zegel Hier Te Plaatsen’’, and 
in the center at the top, in four lines, 


cire le 


the following inscription * Aange 
teekende Brief.—Deze Brief Dient, 
Ter Aaanteekening, Aan Een Amb 


ternaar—Van Het Postkantoor Te 
gen Kwitantie — Overhandigd Te 
Worden ”’. 








4p olive 


STRAITS SETTLEMENT 3.—T here 
appears to be ashortage of 4c stamps 
and a generous supply of surcharges 
is being placed on the market. The 
first sufferer was the old 5c brown 
stamp of which a plentiful supply ap- 
pears to have been overprinted. 
‘This was succeeded by the 5c blue 
stamp, of which only 36,000 were 
maltreated, and immediately there- 
after appeared the same surcharge 
on the 8c blue of the current type. 
We presume that the whole series 
will gradually be surcharged in the 
same way, and good care will be 
taken that no supply of the regular 
4c stamp arrives in time to interrupt 
the interesting process. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Provisional issue. 


4 
Surcharged cents. 


Perforated 14 
Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
4c on 5c blue, black surcharge 
4c on 5c brown “ " 
4c on 8c blue 


“ e 





TUNIS.—Mr. C. Witt has show? 
us the 5c stamp in yellow green, the 
color being entirely different from 
that in use up to the present. 

Adhesive stamp, 

Perforated 14x13. 
5c yellow green 

VIRGIN ISLANDS.—It was rumored 
some time ago that these Islands 
would again have a separate series of 
stamps, and the rumor has now 
proven true as the new issue was 
placed on sale on January 23d. The 
illustration which we present here- 
with will render detailed description 
unnecessary, but we cannot help 
stating that if the artist intended to 
produce a carica'ure of the beautiful 
design which marked the early issues 
of the Virgin Islands stamps, he has 
succeeded admirably. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 
| 7 Ka 


=| 





Perforated 14. 
%p yellow green 
1p red 
2%p ultramarine 
4p chocolate 
6p violet 
7p slate green 
1sh ochre 
5sh dark blue 
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Communication. 


3ROOKLYN, New York, February 7th, 1899. 
To the Editor AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY: 

Dear Sir :—WHave read with pleasure your notice in the February 
number editoral about above Section. If our ‘*‘ hobby” is a science, and 
who doubts it? then this recognition of it by such an Institution should be 
of great value and importance. 

Many, however, I am afraid look upon it, and will for some time yet, as 
a purely local affair, and of the nature of a new society among many. This 
I am sorry to say has and does I believe prevent many Philatelists in 
Manhattan joining, and thus the value and personal help of such persons are 
not used for the aid of the above Section. Again but few realize the 
opportunity that is presented to us. 

Prof. Hooper has already promised our Section $5,000 for the building 
of cases, as we necd them for the preservation of a collection that should be 
placed and kept in the public museum. 

Already three Governments have authorized their Postmaster-Generals 
to present to our Section complete sets of their stamps, cards, envelopes and 
‘wrappers—and their stamps have been sent. /wd/ic lectures have been given 
and well attended, and this I believe is a novelty in Philately. 

I write this because I believe such a Journal as yours should and does 
recognize the latest and most important advances, and this fact would not 
only prove of value but of interest to your readers. 

All contributions of stamps and magazines are a-ked for from dealers, 
societies and philatelists the world over, for they can know they are here 
being put to the best use, z. ¢., the education of all into the value and in- 
terest of Philately. 

Pardon my taking of so much of your time, and believe me, etc. 

Yours very truly, 
THADDEvs P. Hyatt. 


The Collectors Club, 
351 FourTH AVENUE, N. Y. 


Minutes of the Thirty-fifth meeting of the Board of Governors held at 
the Club February 13, 1899. 

Present, Messrs. J. W. Scott, Albert Perrin, John N. Luff and J. H. 
Stebbins, jr. 

Meeting called to order at 8.45, Mr. John N. Luff, acting as Chairman. 

In the absence of the Secretary, the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting was dispensed with. 

The Treasurer’s report was then read and approved, showing $515.53 
cash balance on hand. 
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The report of the Chairman of the House Committee was then read and 
accepted. 

The report of the special Committee on the purchase of books was read 
and accepted. 

Mr. Luff then announced the following donations to the Club. One 
vol. AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for 1898, prasented by the Scott 
Stamp & Coin Co; one vol. of the Postal Issues of Hawaii, presented by 
Mr. A. W. Dunning, which were accepted with thanks 

The following candidates were then balloted for, and duly elected stock 
holders of the Club 

Mr. Louis Ruhl, 174 St. Nicholas Avenue, proposed by J. W. Scott, and 
seconded by Henry Clotz. Mr. Paul Stiepman, Park Avenue Hotel, pro- 
posed by N. Dieschbourg, and seconded by P. F. Bruner. 

It was then moved that the Secretary be requested to call a special 
meeting for Saturday evening, February 18, at 8 o'clock, to discuss the 
advisability of securing new quarters for the Club. 

There being no further business the meeting then adjourned. 

James H. Srepseins, JR., Secretary pro tem 

Thirty-sixth meeting of the Board of Governors held at the Club House, 
pursuant to special call on Saturday, February 18, 1899. 

Present, Messrs. Thorne, Bruner, Calman, Luff, Perrin, Scott, Stebbins 
and the Secretary. 

Called to order by President Thorne, at 8 30 p. M., when the minutes of 
the previous meeting were read and approved. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the election of Mr. J. J 
O’Donohue, as a subscribing member on January 9g, 1899, should be re 
corded as his election as a stockholder. 

The thanks of the Club, were extended to the publishers of the Penn 
sylvania Philatelist, received at the Club up to August, 1898, but accidentally 
omitted from previous list. 

The Secretary read letters from Messrs. Meyenberg, J oynt, Gooch and 
Kissinger, and he was instructed regarding same. 

The Committee on purchase of books was authorized to complete the 
proposed purchase of books from Mr. Deats. 

The question of new headquarters was thoroughly discussed and a Com 
mittee appointed to search for a suitable house and report thereon without 
delay. The Chairman named Messrs. Bruner, Luff, Perrin and Stebbins as 
such Committee with power to add to their number. 

The Governors agreed to meet again, next Thursday evening, February 
23, at eight o'clock. 

Adjourned at 9.45 P. M. 

J. M. ANDREINI, Secretary. 


*R 
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BARGAINS IN CUBA. 
*Cuba, 1899, Surcharged on U. S. Stamps, 1, 24, 3,5, 10c, the set .40 
Plate Numbers: All Bottoms and Lefts. 
1C: 572, 573+ 574. $75» 77% 77%. 772, 773- 
2oc per plate, either position. 
2¥%c: 758. 759, 760, 761 
$1.00 per plate, either position, 


3C: 447, 448, 440, 450. ih 
30c per plate, either position. 




























CUBA OLD ISSUES AT CUT PRICES. 


*1891, 5c emerald green, : : ‘ ‘ .03 
*1891, 10 claret, ' , , ' . 
*1894,20c brown, . : : , 12 
*1896,1c lilac brown, . , — 
* 1896, 2c claret, ; > ; R , ;, 02 
*18 96, 2c rose, ; .02 
*1896, sc slate blue, . , : .02 
*1896, 10c emerald green, = 
*1896, 20c violet, ‘ 4 ; ; 12 


' 10 per cent, discount on single stamps. 
SCOTT STAMP & OOIN CO., L’td., 
18 East 23d Street, N. Y. City. 


22nd YEAR OF SUCCESS. 


. FOR 1899 VE OFFER A LINE OF BICYCLES 


q MEETING EVERY REQUIREMENT 
" ca 








Bevel-Gear 
CHAINLESS, - $75 
Of unvarying performance regardiess of road or weather. 
Columbias, Models 57 and 58, =: = = $50 
Embodying every improvement possible to the chain wheel. 
Columbia Tandems, - = = = = $75 
Standard double diamond and combination patterns. 
Hartfords, = = = = = = $35 
Entirely new models. Cood qualities everywhere. 
Vedettes, = = = = = $25 and $26 


The leaders among low-priced bicycles. The best for the money. 


Juvenile Bicycles in all sizes at from $20 to $25. 


oe 


Ask any Columbia dealer for Catalogue, or write to 
' us direct, enclosing a 2-cent stamp 


POPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, HARTFORD, CONN, 


Scott Stamp & Coin So.. 


GUATEMALA 1898 PROVISIONALS. 
ALL UNUSED. 


We have secured some complete sets of these stamps which we offer as 
follows, as long as the supply lasts : 


SET OF 22 VARIETIES, Complete - - $4.00 
SINGLE STAMPS, 


on 5c ‘ .o5 1c onic Revenue 
on 25¢ 10 ©2cC onICc ** — large 
on 5ec . ; .o8 2c0Nn Ic * small 
on 75¢ 08 2c on 5c 

2 5c ; ‘ P 15 2C On 10C 
on 10c ; 50 2cC0Nn 25c 
on 20c . .30 2C ON 50C 
on 10o0c i 30 6c on TI peso 
oni5oc . .30 6c On § pesos 

200C : ; .30 6c on 10 pesos * 

on2oc . ; 40 


10 per cent discount on single stamps. 





Stamps markéd (*) are unused. 


*Canada,.1899, Envelope, 2c red, 
*Cuba, 1899, 3c, ; 
Great Britain, I. R., Official, 5s rose, 
7 I. R., Official, ros blue, 

*Horta, 1899, 15r green, 

* “1899, 25r carmine, 

“Portugal, 1899, 15r green, 

hi 1899, 25r Carmine, : ; SF 

*Pueérto Rico, Postal Cards : 1892-96 : .2, 5m, Ic, 5x5m, 
IXIC; ; , ; : the set, 

*Roumania, 1899, 40b green, : 

*South African Republic, Envelope, 1899, 4x 

*Straits Settlements, 1899, 4c on 5c blue, 

* ¥* 1899, 4c on 5c brown, 

*Tunis, 1898, 20c red on green, 


10 per cent. discount on single steno: 


‘WESTERN UNION STAMPS, 


We have just secured a fine lot of these stamps, mostly in blocks of 
four, which we offer for one month at the following extremely low prices 


1871, green, : : 3.00 1875, green, ‘ 1.50 
1872, red, 2.00 1875, green, block of four 6.00 
1872, red, block offour 8.co 1876,red, . 1.50 
1873, blue, ‘ “ 2.00 1876, red, block of four 6:00 
1873, blue, block of four : 8.00 1877, violet, 1.50 
1874, brown, ; . 2.50 1877, violet, block of four 6.00 








